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x. JOHN JOHNSON's REMARKS, 
| | ON AN 
ADDRESS 
| 4 . rin 


LISHED AND SIGNED BY 'THIRTY MEN IN OFFICE 


' AMONGST THE 
METHODISTS: 
TO WHICH 1s ADDED, 


An Affectionate Addrefs 


— 


0 _ _ 8 
** Sa „ by 


10 FUE 
PEOPLE CALLED METHODISTS, 
| Funde THE 


KINGDOM OF IRELAND. 


/ 


— 


WARE THEREFORE, LEST THAT COME UPON YOU WHICH 18 
BPOKEN OF IN THE PROPHETS. BEHOLD, YE DESPISERS, AND 
WONDER AND PERISH ; FOR I WORK A WORK IN YOUR DAYS, A 
ORK WHICH YE SHALL IN NO WISE BELIEVE, THOUGH A MAN 


ECLARE IT UNTO VOU, ACTS XIII. 40, 41. 5 


WI DESIRE ro HEAR OF THEE WHAT THOU THINKEST : 
OR AS CONCERNING THIS SECT, VE KNOW THAT 
HERE IT 19 SPOKEN AGAINST.,=XXVII, 22. 


rmx TWO FENCB. 
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' LET ANOTHER MAN PRAISE THEE, AND NOT THINE 
OWN Moor; 4 STRANGER, AND NOT THINE OWN 


LIPS,- _ 
ATE. . Prov. 277 2. — « 


| S1 R, | 9 4 
F, in the inveſtigation of, or ſearch after truth, we could 

| diveſt ourſclves of prejudice to men and party; and from _- 
that ruinous thing of e which loves to have a fhare in 3 
all that may have a tendency to pleaſe, or flatter our ruling 
paſſion —it would, ere now, have ſhone forth as the morning; 
or, as the fun in his ſtrenęth. Your pamphlet came to hand; FN 
— from the age, experience, and knowledge, which you - By 
arrogate to yourſelf, ſomething might have been expected differ 


ent from that which you have produced. But like the moun- 73 
{tain in labour (which after much noiſe, trembling and mighty IN 
[doe produced a poor and inſignificant mouſe) has your £3 

| pamphlet appeared. Did it contain nothing , but that which 9 
might give you an innocent pleaſure ; now the gra/i-hopper han N 
come a burthen to you, we would, as you obſerve, have 0 
taken no notice of it.“ But as this is not the caſe, we are - 2 
conſtrained to reply. 1 '; xd 
We will reſpe&t your age, experience, and wiſdom, 'fo 3 
Jar as we perceive you have honoured theſe things. But = 


at men are not alsvays wiſe; neither do the aged under- 
| 5 A | | 


(3:1 


ftand judgement” (Job. 32, 9.) therefore let nothing flatter 1 


you, for we ſhall not reſigu the cauſe of truth, (in which we 
are engaged) for provender to your Hoss r. Honsz. 

We have ſome times indulged you, but the preſent things 
are too momentous, to be laid alice, as matters of no impor- 
tance, 

Had you all the quirks of Logic ia your remarks. on our 
addreſs ; and all the perſuaſion of oratory to the people, they 
would not convince us, neither the thinking part of them, 


that the things contained in our addreſs are falſehoodg—that we 


are liars in ſupporting them nor, that the eight propoſitions 


are * calcuiated to tear up Mr. Weſley's mode of diſcipline 
by the roots,” particularly, that part of it, which concerns the 


expenditure of the public collections. 


Your firſt comment on our Addreſs runs thus: “e for the 


matter and manner in which it was aorote, appeared to me cal- 
culated to defeat its intentions.“ When a man turns critic he 
ought to be correct himſelf. In this you have departed from 
the rules of good Engliſh, gnd inſulted common ſenſe alſo. 


But to return—We muſt allow that we are but blunt men, or 
probably we ſhould not have engaged in the prefent conteſt, 


The manner then is blunt, the matter truth, as far as we can 
comprehend. This we hope to prove to the ſatisfadtion of 


3 


every unprejudiced mind. You proceed to defend the preachers, - 
$* for who can believe as yet the preachers to be what they are 


therein repreſented, 7 

We were once going to inform you, that as many of the | 
Preachers had no weight in the conference; though of the 
fame family (as you and your ſervant girl are), that we hoped 
many of them were men of God; but a late tranſaction rela- 
tive to the circuit of Liſburn, has left us without any pretext 
in favour of ſo happy a proceeding ; therefore, if they are 


good men let them ſhew it to the world, by reprobating their 
brethrens late unwarrantable and unſcriptural conduct to the 

thiry-two men in office, as you term them) as they have happily 
hit on the very way of proving the truth of cur addreſs to 


the people, and of giving the lie to your remarks. 


You proceed“ On weighing the matter, however, I judg- | 


ho ed, &c.” It would have been well had you firſt adjuſted the 


Li. 


41 * 


LR 


=» ww » 1» © w 


- 
co 


- * 


ſcales, and wiped away every grain of felf-adulation, bigotry 
to party. and party meaſures z and then weighed and judged 
it in the Scripture ſcales of juſtice and truth. Such might 
Have been profitable to the preachers and us. If this has been 
tue caſe - (for we will not call you a liar as you have done us 


= 4 | 


"pg 
or- 


our 
hey 


alle Jt men:?“ 


one | which either malevolence or miſtake may have laid againſt his 
ane | 1 Pn when he, by a firm and open diſplay of his conduct 
the and rectitude of his actions, puts his miſlaken, ſecret, or pub- 
ie enemy to the bluſh, Now this is an eaſy. method; bet the 

the _ {preachers do ſo, and all will be well: thus will they tie! in the 
Cal- . eſteem of the people; and inſtead of any coming prejudiced 
: be © againſt, they will come prepoſſeſſed in their ſavour: they will 
OM pe conſtrained to acknowledge them as humble, undeſigning, 
io. fimple men, who on being called to give an account of their 
der ſtewardſhip, as the ſervants of Chriſt and the ſervants of the 
eſt, people, ſatisfied every lawful requeſt, and baniſhed every rea- 
can ſon of doubt and fear. Now would not this be as good 
1 Of 18 your way of aveighing and judging matters? Would not 
ers, +this make the leaſt enemies, gain the molt friends, and be bleſt 
are of God to their ſouls, and the ſouls of the people? You 
may endeavour to ſtifle the enquiry for the preſent moment; 
the but you will not be able to ſuſpend it long. We would be 
the ſorry to imagine for a moment, that there are no more men in 
ped the connexion, But thoſe who have been expelled, who dare 
ela- be honeſt enough to put their hands to fo jaſt a cauſe, and to 
text fave it from the ruin which the Conference is faſt bringing on 3 
are and had has been their rea! friend you would not have written 
heir in their behalf. It was wrong to defend them, and it was 
the badly done: thus you have hurt them two ways. Men are 
pily Jiable to err, and ſhould not be above the advice or lawful re- 
to ftraint of their brethren, who were, under God, nurfing fa- 
thers to them. They were once all humility and teachablencfs : 

dg. now does it prove either fincerity or growti in grace; or does 
the it teſtify of grace, that when they have gotten a little out of that 
ry way, and more power in the connexion, that they tura it 
ged © Againſt the people, and, in a haughty imperions tone, tel! their 
ght benefactors We are not amenable to you : it is to the Con- 
een ference, Sirs, the Conference that we are accountable ! This, 
- US and ſuch, is the language they uſe to their brethren, Now 


. 

more than once), it ſhall appear in the ſequel, You ſay, 
G the Addreſs is gone out into the world, and will they not 
wholly ceaſe to hear, or ſhould a few venture to attend upon 
their mmiſtry, will they not in all probability come prejudiced 


dy the evil report” brought up by the addreſſers againſt the 


preachersz and ſo inſtead of receiving the mellage as from 
God, will they not regard them as a body of proud deſigning 
We anſwer, that in no inſtance does a man appear in 
ſo eminent a point of view, as when he wipes away every thing 


A 2 
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to the world.“ No, Sir, it is tothe Methodiſts we have made 
our complaints, What has the world to do with the; matter! 


knows any thing of the matter, it muſt have come through 
your fide of the queſtion. One of the preachers on the Bet- 
faſt circuit, a Dan. M\M——n, handed our Addreſs to a pub» 
lic company, into the hands of perſons not Methodiſts, and 
fat by ſneering till it was read z which was a difplay of his ig- 
norauce of the rules of delicacy, and of his miſtaken confi- 
dence, You go on—* But can you, who were brought to 


are you right in ſupporting ſach anti-goſpel proceedings ? Ton 0 
- fay again, ** It is thus the ſervants of the Lord are held out 


it 
You, Sir, give the ſore blow and the loud cry. If the world yo 


God by their miniſtry, receive it?“ - Yes, they can receive the | | 
\ P 


Miniſtry, Now, if bringing a ſoul to Chriſt be a mark of in- 


truth. Would you turn it out of doors with ſo ſpecious a 
pretext as this? Tou are telling the people, they muſt not 


believe them fallible, as they had been brought to God by their 


fallability, many of thoſe men, of which the thirty-two were 
A part, have been effectual in the hand of God, in bringing 
more of the people you are addreſſing to Jeſus, than all the 


every impartial Methodiſt in this kingdom. Therefore you 
.ought, and with more reaſon, to have told them to hear the 
men who ran through wet and cold to profit them, without 
money and without price. Now, have you never heard of 


men, whole migiſtry has been evidenced as much as theirs, 
that have erred in points of diſcipline ? Gal. chap. ii. 1-15. 
How then can yeu fay to the people, you muſt not receive 


any timely warning from your brethren ; “J judge your ſouls 
muſt recol} at it, and ſzy with me, the re of theſe men 
muſt bezit ured, if not wholly loſt, to ſuch as we were before 
we heard them?“ Theſe are high ſounding words, but they 
will not ſerve your purpoſe, for the people will Judge for 


- _ themſelves. The people are ſenſible that their uſcfullneſs - 
| has been evidently declivirg, and that nothing but a ſpeedy 
return to God can fave the cauſe from ruin. 


There- 
fore, we not only deſire to reply to you, but alſo to ad- 


dreſs our Brethren who are jealous for the cauſe of God, 


(into whoſe hands this may fall), and who know that it can 
only be hurt by the Preachers acting as of a diffi intereſt 
from the people, and denying them their neceſſary weight in 
the connection. This evidently is the caſe. Hence we are not 


no directed to look into our Bibles for the rules of diſcipline, 
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Lon but to that high-ſounding word, the Conference.“ Thus they 
out fare ſapping the Church at the very foundation, by ſaying, “ We : 
made preach the former doctrines” A cant phraſe, and a ſure way 
tter-! of producing a ſpeedy fall. You declare againſt railing on 
vorld {your part. Whether your pamphlet be free from this, and 
ough your party from the ſpirit of perſecution, your neighbours ſhall 


ei- judge. 
pub. | 
and? | 2 ey. 
s ig Our Brethren need not be aſtoniſhed at this expreſſion, when 
onfi. we tell them that thoy are not only to look to the Conference for 


the rules of difcipline, but likewiſe for Doctrine too. In the mi- 
nutes of Conſerence fur 1798, P. 28, you may ud the following 

the ueſtion:— EP | — 

us a . Oneſtion.—Can any thing more be done to guard agaiuſt improper 

not Preachers getting admittance into our Connexion ? 


t to 


taught. by the body of Methodiſt Preachers in the old Connexion, 


their Anſwer.—In the examination cf the Candidates, Tet each be re- 
' im. | quired to anſwer any queſtion the Preſident may aſk him, reſpect- 
ing the doctriaes contained in the eight volumes of Sermons, which 
vere * Mr. Weſley left in his will to the Preachers. | 
ging Would our humble adviee be received by the Conference, it 
| the ſhould be from no leſs authority than Divine Revelation—/7z waiice 
| to de ye Children; but in 0NDERSTANDING be ye Men. The quzoſtioa to 
on © the Candidates for the Miniſtry, is not, What general knowledge 
Y have y«u of the word of God, and of the grand dectrines con- 
the * tained therein ? But he is required to anſwer any queſtion that may 
ont 1 be aſked by the Preſident, relgecting the doctrines contained in the 
| of * eight volumes of Sermons. It is neceſſary to obſerve here, that the 
irs, Preachers themſelves are not agreed upon ſome particular points 
1 of doctrine contained in Me. Wefley's Sermons, So that the Can- 
5 didate knows not what queſtions may be aſked him about doctrines. 
Ve ; It all depends upon what Preacher is Preſident the year he is re- 
ls 1 ceived into full Connexion. No Preacher (we think) will undertake 
nen to prove that all the 5 of doctrine contained in Mr, Wefley's 
ore . Sermons are apgrecable to the Analogy of Faith, as believed and 
; 


hey lf we are called upon publicly to prove this aſſertion, we promiſe 
r '7 point out particular paſſages in the eight volumes of ſermons, 
ls © in which they ſay there are plain inconſiſteneies in point of doc- 
0y * rrine. But we ſhall forbear to enlarge upon this, as we ſee their 
fe. motive in making this law, viz. To revere the memory of him 


who has been the inſtrument, in the hand of God, in the conver- 


d- ſion oſ thouſands We wiſh to honour him too; but to do it in ſuch 
d, © a manner that will not diſgrace his memory, and render us ridiculous 
an jn the eyes of the judicious of all perſuaſions. If Mr Wefley was 
eſt Moving, he would not thank theſe gentlemen for the ſtigma of 1NraL- 
in iti y which they fix upon him, (large minutes, page 52,) © 1 
ot am no Pope—the Pope aflirms that every Chriſtian muſt do all h: 
l bids, and believe all he ſays, under pain of damzation I never 
ie, affu med any thing that bears any, the moſt diſtant, reſemblan:e 


do this.“ : 
A 3 


was their anſwer, if they ci to give one. 


— 


ts. 


Our advice is, be cool and keep your temper, kor you bare 
more truth and more men to combat with, than you and the$ 
Preachers were at firſt aware of, otherwife you would not have# 1 
acted ſo raſlily. You inſinuate that we were © wickedly actingi 


under a maſk?” were © paying no reſpe& to the venerab'e® 


Join Weſtey,” &c. An excellent mode to prepare the minds of! 


the people for the Boll of "Conference. But your deceit is now 


unmaſked, and reprobated by every impartial mind. Now ein) 


order to ſet this matter in à fair point of view, bear with us! 


while we-uſe the following ſi mile: — A number of perſons, theirs 


anceſtors” legitimate offspring,. have held (ſay ſeventeen centu-! 


Ties) a goodly inheritance, as joint heirs ; all that could raiſe 
the imagination, charm the mind, and ſatisfy every lawful ap- 
petite, may be found in it. To prevent diſputes in ſucceeding | 
generations, the good Donor hath: left in the body of the will 
the landmarks and the proper boundaries of the lots of each of 
the joint heirs, ſaying, thus far ſhalt thou come and no farther. © 
The preſent occupiers, in looking over the. will, ſee with con- 
eern that a number of their fellow heirs have removed the land- 
marks, treſpaſſed on the boundaries, and made inroads on the 
different lots. The ſufferers are uneaſy ; they conſult with cach 


other z they agree to complain. privately to the aggrefſfors ; 
their attempt is fruitleſs ; their complaints are treated wit 


contempt, inattention, or both !—They then agree ta addreſs ' 


the whole of the inheritors, and to appriſe them of the danger. 


It is done—but, aſtoniſhing ! one of them flies to an eminence, / 
raiſes his front, ſtiffens his neck, ſnatches the trumpet, and 
blows the fhrill alarm. “ Brechren, be blind to their cauſe and 


deaf to the ſound of their complaints; give them ne place in 


your heart; © let your ſouls recoil at the thought 3”? thoſe 


men are troublers of the inheritance. If they ſee reaſun of 


complaint, let them depart. from the happy ſoil ; they are un- 
worthy a part with us; away with ſuch fellows, they want to 
change the laws of the inheritance, to graſp ;t the portion 


which is ours, and to deſtioy the peace of the once happy 


place ˙ Now, Brethren, would the above peiſan deſerve the 
name of a man of juſtice. or candour, would not this adage be 
ſuitable to him ? ** There is none fo blind as he who will not 
ſee; but know this, that the ways of a man are before the 


'Loxd, .and he pondereth all his doings. Prov. 5. 21. The 
connection is this inlicritance; the 32 men in office have ſcen 


the! exiſting grievances, they have complained privately to the 
preachers—this was fruitleſs; we are not amenable to yon, 


They then 


. 2 


/ 


3 

J haves Addr ſed the ſtewards and leaders, &c. but lo! John Johnſon 
1d theMies to an eminence in the church, ſnatches tle quili, writes 
t have his remarks, publiſhes them to the Methodiſts, and tells them 
actingiſthat they muſt be deaf to the complaints of the ſuſſerers; that 
erab'e they malt treat them with diſdain, and in an indirect manner 
1ds of? Kells them that they muſt not judge for themſc!ves, that ke 
3 now muſt do it for them; and inforces it with as much cor fidem e 


g— 
ty 


ow in as Euclid would do one of his axioms, ** I ſpeak ſrom know-. 


ledges, they from books.” Yes, we ſpeak from the books 
gaſes the LAY and the Teſtimony z by theſe we will be judges. 


1 ference and its mandates, or probably from thoſe ideas formed 
3 of it, when the very foul of it was love to God, and love to 
man. Thus far for your age and experience. In the zd page 
and 3d paragraph, „“ You tell us we ſhoull have laid theſe 
complaints before the Conferet.ce ;* well, we have, done fo, 
and received an anſwer which we ſhall take notice of hereaſter.“ 
This far we might have expected from the preachers and you, 
that as you were ſo forward in teaching us dur duty, you ought 
to have inforced it by example. But it ſcems you teach more 
than you practice, as the Pharaſces of the times; for you ſay, 
and do not. In page 4th you have hit upon your favourite 
! ftring ; the enchanting ſound ſtrikes the powers of your ſoul ; 
you begin to weigh, and you touch the balance with the may» 

het of ſelf-adulation. As the preponderance is much to that 
7 fide, your balance is tke balance of deceit. Brother, to be 
plain with you, more chan the men in office bave long ſeen 
that the love of praiſe is your fault. Your age and place has 
' deprived many of your brethren of an opportunity of letting 
you know it; moreover, acceſs wis hard to be found, unleſs 

, 

as you have providentially opened the way yourſelf, and as 
you ſeem to be growing in the principle, we pray you, in the 
name of J.ſas Chriſt, examine and cut it off, leſt it prove of 
more real weight than many graſs-hoppers. In this page you 


ä — — — 
K*— 
6 


— — OE I EI 


® Wonderful indeed !-that Mr Jubnſon h has forgot that we ap- 
plied to the Conference the two years beſore we publiſhed our 
| Addreſs; and allo to the Engliſh Conſerence; but to no purpoſe. 
Now, ir, Did you ever kuow the Conference to grant us any pri- 
vilege which we requeſted, that was both reaſonable and ſcriptural. 
Nay, ſo far from tlus, that when the Truſtees throughout England, 
met at the time of Conference, in 1797, and ſent in a reſolution, 


the aſlairs of the connection, they #yenimouſly rejected it! 


a little of this. was ſerved up as the price of an interview ; but 


that the preachers ought to admit delegates to aſſiſt in tranſacting 


4 


7 


(8 I | . | 
give us a | long detail of your great ſervice, both as 3 "travellin ö 
preacher, and likewiſe ſince you became fuperannuated, Yo! 
Alf? tell us of the great theerfulneſs with which you have ſup 
ported the Methodiſt Itinerant Preachers for many years. 
With reſpe& to your cheer fulneſs we can iy but very little 
Some of the preachers who have been entertained at your houſ 
know much better than we. To reveal what they have faic 
upon this ſubje& would do us no good, but might hurt thoſ 
who expect to be benefited by your future hoſpitality. 

You likewiſe obſerve, “ in the year 177, I ſettled at Liſ. 
burn, where 1 have freely preached, as I have freely received; 
and the greateſt part of thoſe years preached as much as Ss + 
THE PREACHERS, not as a burthen, but 75 the greateſt honour | 
that can poſſibly be put on mottal man.” We mult confeſs 
that we feel ourſelves at a loſs to comprehend the meaning of 1 
this paſſage; and therefore we ſhall paſs it by. For how is& 1 
it poſhble that you fhould have prone, as much as all the 
preachers ? | 

This one thing we know, that as a preacher, there was a 
chaſm in your labours of about three years—ſoon after you 
married Widow Nobb;— wherein you very fe:dom preached 
at all, and (perhaps) did not meet in Claſs once in fix months, 
Pray what were al! the preachers doing during this time : God 
grant that this open reproof, which the Scriptures affirm to be 
better than ſecret love, may be bleſſed to you, and all whom mo 
this may concern, In the latter part of the 4th page, you tey 
proceed to ſhew the extenſiveneſs of the preacher's labours, 
 &c.— Well, whoevet denied that Mr. Weſley, aud many of 

the holy men with him, did great ſervice to mankind 2? | 

But you miſs the mark here; many of the modern preachers - 
do not tread in their humble paths; they followed Chrift ;— + 
theſe men glory in the Conference, and in the accummu ation 
of wealth, and deſpiſe their brethren and their advice; they 2 
are building on other mens foundation with unſubſtantial ma- Fi 
terials, and their works will be burned, The day is coming 
that will declare it! But granting your plea to be right, was 
it a fault worthy ſuch anathemas and excluſion, to tell them 
of their faults privately, and when that failed to reprovè them 
more publicly - Why not fee their errors and ſtrive to mend 
them? He avho being often reproved, and hardeneth his neck, 
all ſuddenly be deſtreyed, and that ævithout renjedy. 1 

Your animadverſions on our prayers and ſupplications, proves 
that you think them among thoſe which are an abomination to 1 
the Lord, You have not ayeighed this right—we ſhall afſiſt 
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relliny , and will take the ſame ſcripture balance you have cho- 
Voß ;—and having brought it to its centre, from which you had 
2 ſupWreſted it, we will commit our all to its deciflon. The pre- 


5 « were firſt in their own caufe” and you want to make 
little * juſt.” The thirty-two men * came and fearched 
honſ — and ba ve fornd you out alſo z and have pointed out 
e ſaidgbur ſecret fault, that you may ſee,” amend, and profit by the 
thoſ bproof. Ah ! Sir, how could you prevail on yourſelf to tell 
e people, that we never admoniſhed the preachers pr jvately, 
there one man in the connection, any way acquainted with 
e matter who can believe you? Our brethren know you to 
wrong here alſo; What had we to expect from men, who 
ld fay with Mr. Wood, I hope their addreſs and they 


Li 
ved 

ALL 
noury 


ofeſs Fill meet with the contempt they VO, at a time when it 
ig of as not written. 
w is Theſe are the men who would hear no reproof, whom you 


i the em' determined to defend; and make it an unpardonable 


ime to withſtand, or even to fee a fault in them, You pro- 


as a geed with your remarks on that part of our addreſs, which 
you $omplains of the preacher's changing and neglecting Mr. 
hed Welley's mode of diſcipline ; and you fay, © when I read the 


bove; it made me wonder. 1 knbaw well what diſcipline was 
30d Eſtabliſhed in Mr, Wefley's days. * Pray, Sir, w hat eftabli iſhed 
be fules of diſcipline had Mr. Weſley? We venture to aſfim— 
om Kong. But you may ſay, “ have I not given you Mr. Wele 
you tey's rules in his own words”? Yes, you hav? given us what 
ou call the particular office of an aſſiſtant in eigat partieulare— 
uch as t—to expound morning and evening : ? 2d, To meet the 
Society, &. Now we will appeal to every man of b 
ſenſe and fay, is the particular office of an aſſiſtant, “ in 
pounding the Word morning and evening,“ &c, the whole 
onen! of Methodiſm ? f 

Is it poſſible that the whole of Mr. Weſley's Rules for Diſ- 


ths, 


12s [- ipline could be contained in ten lines of your pamphlet ?— 
ng Tou have truſted ſo much to your knowledge, that you would 
as Mot be at the trouble of loeking into Mr. Weſl:y's writiugs to 


find out his Rules of Diſcipline. For you ſay, 1 kneau avell 
m what diſcipline was eſtabliſhed in Mr. Weſley's days.” As 
1d you were writing for the good of the public, you onybt to 
+, have conſidered that your memory- was a little impaired ; and 
if you had ſpoke ** from books,” we would haye thought no 
es Worſe of you. However, if you knew Mr Well y*s diſcipline, you 
oO *have omitted to inform us of it; and thereſvie we will excuic 
ſt pou, as we 4now it well, Mr. Weſley's plan was to foliow 
WP | | + ; | 


| ( 1 ) 
the openings of Providence. From the beginaiog (fays be) 


I have been careful in all things to follow the openings of Di- y 


vine Providence.“ In a Plain Account of the People called 


ethodiſts, in a Letter to a Friend, p. 12, you may find the jy 


Plowing paſſage:— Obj. I do not underſtand this changiog 
one thing after the other continually.” Mr. Weſley anſwers, 
« With regard to theſe little prudential matters, we are „con- 
tinually changing one thing after another ;“ by this means we 
declare them all to be merely prudential, not eſſential, not of 


divine inſtitution. Hereby we prevent, ſo far as in us lies, 


their growing formal and dead. We are always open to con- \ 
viction, willing to be wiſer every day than we were before, aud 


to change whatever we can for the better.” After reading this ** 


paſſage, can you ſay, “ If the above diſcipline be ſet aſide, 1 
know it not, peither have I ſeen the new one inſtituted in its 
place by the Conference? You cannot but know that the 
Conference in 1797, , publiſhed a pamphlet containipg eighty 
pages. They have retained only a part of Mr. Weſley's rules, 
viz. ſuch as. are calculated to ſerve their own intereſt; but 
they have made up this deficiency by adding a number- of new 
ones, made by the preachers fince his death : and therefore 
you may well ſay, * That the eſtabliſhed diſcipline has been 
carefully attended to, I will not take 4 me to defend,” — 

Suffer us to aſk, What then, Sir, has been the cauſe of , 


re 
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your © wonder ??”, We think we have much more cauſe to "wi 


wonder that you could defend an error, the exiſtence of which 
you deny i in one ſentence and acknowledge it in the next. But 


this is not the only inconſiſtency which appears in your pamph- 
let. laconſiſtencies which the age, experience, and kuow- 


ledge you arrogate to yourſelf, , might have prevented you from 


committing. Von once thought it (you ſaid) an honour and 
bleſſing to be of that ſociety of men. You examined the juſt- 
neſs of their principles, and admitted their complaints to be 
founded on facts. That Providence had ſome how caſt me 
among them, where I mean to abide,” were, your own words 


to a preacher, who was exercifing his authority i in the connec- 
tion, and hurling the new-made mandates of the Conference on 
the people. But you. were then in danger of ones your of. 
fice. You wanted aid ! 

In page 7, your remark concerning what we have ſaid re- 
ſpecting the ſuperanuated preachers, runs thus: “ Here the 


Addreſſers miſtake, as reading without book; I, fpeak from 


knowledge.” What you mean by reading without book, we 


know not. Yon may probably unfold the matter at ſome future 


\ 


n 


1 n 
period: but, perhaps, this is your common way of © weigh - 
ies and judging matters ;” that is, (in plain Engliſh) you 
Dj. Would/have us to imagine that you ſtand poſſeſſcd of all the 
led Mowledge in the world, at leaſt that part of it which concerns 
the the matter in diſpute. Your own words confirm this ; '* I 
peak from knowledge.“ With humble ſubmiſſion to you, we 
think it might have been well for you to have had recourſe, at 
mes, to books. the minutes of Conference for 1796, we 
we And Mr. Hopper received the ſum of 3ol. 38. Mrs. Blair, 
of (widow of the Tate Andrew Blair, who died at Dublin) re- 
ies, Ecived the ſum of 161.---The former of theſe is a man of con- 
one $erable property. If we be rightly informed, he has not lefs 
ind than 1501. annually, ariſing. from his own eſtates. He has 
this fearce a relation living, but a wife; while the latter is a poor 
I widow, who receives the enormous ſum of 16!, per annum, for 
its the ſupport of herſelf and fix fatherleſs children. Now, as you 
are an old preacher, and have already revealed to us, what you 
bty £all the Secrets of Conference, if they have any SECRET LAW 
les, a Honig which proves the juſtneſs of this manner of diltri- 
but buting the public money, we ſhall be thankſul for an extract 
ew pl it, when you undertake an anſwer to theſe few remarks, 
ore You ſay, © Mr. Weſley's deſire was that the neceſſary ſum 
-en ſhould be voted every Conference.” Ia this he aQed as a pru- 
—  Dential Steward; but his Law of Necefity is not now regarded 
of by the preſent preachers. Nothing leſs than a fixed Annuity 
to will ſerve them. Hence you tell us, page 8, * the preachers 
ich in the year 1792 (the ſecond Conference aſter Mr. Weſley's 
But death) thought it beſt to have the allowance FZxed to 11. per 
ph. year, for every year above twelve.“ And page Io, you add, 
'w. better a few ſhould get that they do not need, than the 
om greateſt part ſhould want.” Now, Sir, as you charge us with 
nd tearing up Mr. Weſley's mode of diſcipline by the roots,“ 
ut. and alſo. of “ impeaching the wi/dom and. difintere/tedreſs of 
be that venerable man,” ſuffer us to aſk you a few plain queſtions, 
I. Is the above law one made by Mr. Weſley, or ane coined 


py the preachers fince his death ?—2. Would the admitting of 
delegates into the Conference, to have a voice in the manage- 
on ment of their own affairs, to ſee that heir monies be applied 
of. according to the neceſſities of the perſons for whom they were 

collected, have a tendency to deſtroy Mr. Weſley's ſcriptural, 
re. Chriſtian rule of necelſity, or that fixed and anti-methediſtical 
the aw of 11. per year? So that if a perſon travels thirty or forty 
om Years, he can demand from the Conference 30 vr 40l. per year, 
we wy 
ure 
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mhiſher he has any need for it or not, during life.* 3. If Mr. 

eſley had been living, do you think we ſhould have found in 
the minutes (1796) THomas Brrsco, 3ol.-the maſter of a 
large boarding-ſchool in the city of Cheſter, Joux EAsroũ , 
331.—MARGARET SHAW, gol. who has an income to ſupport *- 
her enough for the firſt lady in the land? If you calmly and 
ferieufly conſider theſe things, we have no doubt but your an- 
ſwer will be like that of our Lord's, Itrow not. But here you + 


may be ready to ſay, * May not the preachers do what they 
will with their own money?“ Will you not allow them the 
priviledge of a man in common life ? If we allowed your ſtate- 
ment to be right, we muſt of neceſſity admit of the inference 
you draw, viz, that a man has a right to do what he will with 
his own. But we deny that the money in the preachers” fund 
is their own, - This, as you ſay, © we hope to prove from 


_ n 8 _ — — 


CY” —— ¶ __—C_—_ — 
— 


— —— » — — 3 
————— — —_— — 


* We might have added alſo, that his wife can demand the ſame 
ſum 2s long as ſhe ſurvives him. To this you ſay, p. 9, In all 
probability her lamp is as low as his, and needs the greater ppl j 
and as his part her goes hand im hand with him to the grave, the 
will ſoou be caſed of that which cauſes ſo much diſcontent.“ 
far ſo good. But you have omitted to tell us one thing--namely — 


"That ſome of thelc worn out labourers feel inclined to take to theme 
ſclves a young girl to wife to comfort them in their old age, This 
(as you ſay) we hope to prove from matter of fact.“ What would 
the young girl which old Duncan Wright married in London about- 


two or three years before his death have coſt the connection 
if this fixed law of 1792 had been made but one year ſooner ? Why, 
perhaps not leſs than gol. per annum. Whether © her lamp was 
as low as his“ let them judge who knew them. We do not wiſh 
to enlarge in this note, or elſe we would mention ſeveral others. 
There are two women mentioned in yonr Minutes of Con- 
ference for the preſent year, which are both married again but 
becauſe they have been the wives of travelRng preachers they fill 
reccive their ſormer huſbands falary. The one is Widow Butterticld, 
who is the wife of a local preacher that has ſettled iu buſineſs, who 


never had any children, either by the former or 2 huſband. 


The other is Widow Marſhall, who is now the wife of one of your 
travelling preachers. She received this laſt conference 181. on her 
former huſband's account ; though when Mr Marſhall married her, 
ſhe was a lady of 2000l. fortune. Now, did you“ weigh and judge 
of theſe matters before you Laid, © ] hope, from a juſt ſtatement, 
the eyes of thoſe who have ſomething to ſpare, will, at their death, 
entruſt them with a ſmall part of what they have to ſupport the 
worn-out preachers.” We thipk that neither the eyes nor the con- 


ſcience of thoſe ® who have ſomething to ſpare” will ſuffer them 


to leave their Lord's money for the ſupport of the Preachers' Fund, 


while it is governed by its preſent ineguitable laws, 
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gatter of fa&.” In the-minutts of Conference for 1796, 


t is ne for the preachers' fund ? Anſwer : 


IN ENGLAND, =: 
ö dubCriptiona by the people, - 745 15 3 
1 Ditto by the preacyers - 325 10 0 
| IN IRELAND, » 178 12 © 
if In all, - 1249 17 3 
This is what the preachers tell you is their own money!!! 


We do not mention theſe things, as if we grudged the old 
labourers of a comfortable maintenance, aſter all their toil and 
pains---No, we wiſh them to be made comfortable as long as 
God ſhall ſpare them in this world. But it grieves us to 
fre them depart from Mr. Weſlcy's Rule of Nece/ity, and be 
Knxious for a fixed annuity z not only for themſelves, but like- 
iſe for their wires; and not only for them, but for the man, 

. men, who would take them in marriage again and again. 

No matter whether they be fools or wiſe holy or unholy— 
roteſſor or prophane—Jew or Gentile The poor Methodiſt 

1 pay the anvuity, and help them ta carry on their jokes. 

Now, in the preſence of your Maker, how could ycu teil the 

People, that the expelled men “ tore up Mr W:ſlzy's 
iſcipline by the roots?” And bow car vou take upon you 

to eſpouſe the cauſe of ſich men? He ie p1g/;peth the wicked, 

and he that condemneth the Jteft even they beth are avomination to 

the Lord. Prov. 17, 15. 

; In the latter part of the 8th page, you dwell. upon the 
erits, travels, labours, &c. ot tue ſuperannuated preachers, 
hat many of them has becd good men, and have been made 
bunda. ly uſeful in their day and generation we never de- 

| . Nor, but that they ſhould be comfortably provided 
r; this we have already affirmed. But you delight to ſpeak 

of one thing, v. hile we are ſpeaking of another---You ſay, 

e the exigencies of the times require more than uſyal,”--- Yes, 

0 doubt, but they may be felt by all (the excluded men not 

excepted) Now if the preachers ſet no value on money, why 

do they not flacken in their demands in theſe diſtreſſing times? 


and like the induſtrious bee, feed on that which they. have al- 
teady hoarded up? According to their awn acco unt, they 
have about 60091, already amaſfed ; and when we exarine the 
minutes of the Conference ſor 1796-97, and Swe find 
that the Subſcription to the preacher's fund, amounts to 300 or 
. per year more than the expenditures» and although many 
B 


| 3 
af the demands upon this ſund are. unreaſonable, yet the ee 
ſurplus, appears on the winutes. | 
| Yaur next attack upon us is, for aſſerting that the preachers 
require the money that has been borrowed from their fund to » 
ſupport the work of God., For proof of this, to the laqv and 
tbe teſtimony---tn the minutes of Conference for 1796, page n 
5, is the following paragraph: | | 
elt appears from the ſtate of the preachers fund, now laid 
before us, that the amount, if in our hands, or in any of the 
funds, from whence regular intereſt would have been paid, Would 
have been Googl ---But this whole ſum (except about 70l. ) is 3 
all n in the payment of Mr. Weſley's debts, (who is or 
pow impeaching the avi/dom, or honeſty of Mr. Weſley ?) and in 
carrying on the work of God before and ſince his death.” In 
the mingtes for the ſame year, page 22, Rule 17---* No part 
of this fund ſhall be applied to any other purpoſes than thoſe 
YireQteg by theſe Rules---And all monies that Have oven borrowed © 
ok it, ſhall be repaid. with legal intereſt,” þ 
Inu, your pamphlet, page 10, paragraph firſt, you fay, 0 
« the Addreſs makes 2 great outcry about the four thouſand 7 
pounds they demand, (the preachers), with intereſt---Juſtice 
would \ av) „ and mercy would help to refund it; not that 1 
1 think it will ever be aſked off the pubiic,”” Now, Sir, if zou ® 
think the preachers are ſuch a ſet of men, that.you cannot believe © 
them after. publiſhing to the world ſuch reſolutions as the þ 
above. --Why do you blame us for the few things which we 4 
dave faid againſt the preachers—Things which are far leſs % 
F-andalous j in their nature than your aſſertion. I. 
Page 11, you proceed on an eſtimation of the books and buy 
printing nterfils, left by Mr. Weſley ; and aſter many diviſiors i 
and ſub-diviſions, you attempt to prove, that they were valued 
at tgo digh a rate. If the bargain was ſo bad, why were the 
preachers f ſo ſond of it? Sometimes it is ſaid, they who would # 
buy my goods cefp' ſe them, and indeed when we read your 
bor lomon's words came forcibly to our minds —“ The ip 


buyer aith Ut ts nought, it is nought, but when he js gone his way, 
#hen beafteth. Fe | 6% 
We fear it isthe caſe with them ; "IRA whence this deficiency W 
bath arifen,, you have giyen us no ſatisfactory information, 
puleſs. YOU... want us to believe the contrary of what our eyes 
have ſeen and our pockeis felt ; ; that is, that their books are 
Told, near one third too high a rate: to this the people ſub- 
mitted, thipking the profits were diſpoſed as heretofore. 
e have reaſon now to * the contrary, and that the 


Re 


ore Preachers having fiink ſo many thouſinds into it, have made 
a great Curce ot wealth to themmſclves.—You proceed, ** 1 
ers Wnnot believe Me. Weſley foreſaw any ſuch conſequences as 
to e Addrefs repreſents ; had that been the caſe, he had too 
and uch wiſdom to have fruſtrated his plan with his eyes open? 
age Phat wonderful unbelief, preſumptive argument, mighty and 


= . * * . - 4 * 
nvincing reafoning is here! Now does all you have ſaid alter 


aid Me caſe? Does this prove that they have not wreſted them 
the Hut of the hands of the Truſtees-—out of the hands of the 
uld People —and out of the channels which the Providence of God 


) is Bad put them into ?—Ah no ! the contrary appears: had you 
) ig Fondered that men poſſeſſing the Love of God, (to whom 


in 3 r. Weſley had been a Friend and Guide) could be guilty of 
In 1 ich ingratitude, and thus tread on the deligns of their father, 
art Patron, and inſtructor: we would not have wondered ſo much 


BM you, but it. is ſaid the wiſe man wonders at nothing; you 
Inly wanted one thing to have in your Pamphlet, the laſt won- 
| r in the world—that is, that the Methodift Conference is 
ay, become an INQUISITION.” * 

nd But you ſeem determined to fight their battle at any rate, 
ice When you cannot argue your point; you deny the principle z 
nat ind when you cannot meet plain truth with good argumeut, 
you Jou kick it out of doors, as is if theſe were ſufficient grounds 
ve r rhe Connexion to reſt its judgment on. How would you 
the Rand now before your Maker, ſhou'd he inquire who is this 
we Wat darkeneth counſel by words without kuowledge ? Job. 
fs 8. 2.— Was Mr. Weſl:zy to ariſe from the dead, fit-in his 
Former place, and look over the different acta, made there ſince 
Mis deceaſe; how great would be his aſtoniſhment, and how 
Evere would his reproof be ? Might de not Tay ; ye treacherous 


ole 
ved 


nd 


* ealers, is it thus ye have dealt with my Children ? Fleft you 
he De Overſcers of the Flock which Chriſt purchaſed by tbe 
nd Medding of his own blood; but ye have departed from the 
ur Eſtructions I have given you: I left you my Notes on the New 
% Testament, that ye might the better know how to act your 
ayy nt 3 rr 


5 We would not have our ſriends be ſurpriſed at us uſing the 
Nord Inquiſition, as we have no leſs authority fot it than the ve- 


es hote op Acts xxv. v. 16. J. is not the cnſiom of the Romans." — 
ire Mow cxccllent a rule to coudema no one unheard! a rule, which, 


bs As it is common to all nations, (courts of Inquiſition only excepted) 
Mit onght to direct our proceedings in all affairs, not only in pub- 
Mc but private life. O! ye Methodiſts, read aud judge! 
* ; B 2 0 
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part; but ye have not obeyed them, farther than they ſuited 
yur own ends: You have been puſhing with the korn and 
with the ſhoulder.“ You are haſteving into the paths of ſu- 
perſtitio ; inſtead of continuing the ſervants of the people, 
ycu are become their“ Governors“ and Lords: Your light 
is almoſt gone out; my God will remove your candleſtick, 
unleis you ſpeedily repent ; therefore eraſe your unſeriptural 
laws, call in your bulls and e conſcſs ** ſins and 
forſake them, and you ſhall find mercy ! 

Tais or ſuch, would be the language of the Apoſtolic Father 
of Zion's Converts, You proceed: „ I abiviutely deny the 
Preachers in the ſcuffle did cver make the propetty Mr. Weſley 
left of books their joint property; this I hope to prove from 
matter of fact, Firſt, if the books are their own joint property, 
they can, diſpoſe of them and the profits for their own uſe, 
and wilt leave their ſhare of them at their death to whoever they 
pleaſe 3; a number of them have fince died, and not one has 


yet acted thus, neither have their widows or children laid any 


Claim to any part of the ſtock, nor the ſmalleſt part allowed 
to'them— which muſt have been the caſe, had the books been 
their own joint property. A ſecond proof is, no excluded 
Preacher has claimed any ſhare in the ſtock.“ 

Thus you ſtrive to prove your point, that the Preachers 


could not make tKe books their joint property, accordiog to 
the rules of moral juſtice; but that they have done ſo, con- 
, trary to theſe rules, we. do aflirm, We have it ſubſtan- 
tiated from their own words; one of them, a Mr. Wood, 


« thanked God that they were now their own property.“ You 
have therefore denied what you know to be fact, or you would 
not have taken upon you to defend a principle with which you 
are unacquainted, either of which militate againſt your vera- 
city as a Chriſtian, Your firſt argument proves nothing: you 


might as well affirm that the capital of the Bank of England 


is not the joint property of the Proprietors, becauſe they have 
not willed it to the Great Mogull ; they could not divert it 


juto a more profitable channel: it therefore proves their wiſ- 
dom to keep it there, much time has not elapſed fince they 


became the inheritors of it: what they may do at a future 


».O! ye Methodiſt Sumchers; hear ye the word of the Lord.— 
Ezek. 34, zr, 22. ** Becauſe ye have thruſt with ſide and with ſhoulder, and 
puſhed al the d diſeaſed with. ysur horns, till ye have ſcattered them broad; 
therefore will 7 ſave my flock, and they ſhall no more be a prey; and 4 will 
inage between Cattle and cattle.” 


G 

* you have not told us; nor, can we inform you: who 
knows what a day may bring forth ? Ta a ſhort time they have 
done as great things, and we have no doubt, but they will uſe 
it as they think it may beſt ſerve themſelves. Your next arg u- 
merit ſeems to have as little weight : few Preachers have been 
turned out—morecver, they act for each other, they abſolve 
an individual among themſelves for far more, than they would = 
turn out thirty of the people, particularly it it touched at their 
own intereſts. If you will not ſce the truth of this, you will 
compel us to prove it at a future time; for loves ſake, and the 
ſike of our Brethren, we now omit it.“ Know ye not, that 
to incur their diſpleaſure, is to incur the diſpleaſure of Princi- 
palities and Powers, and, that even to {peak of their ſecret 
tranſaQions, brings on a confiſcation of property to the ex- 

luded Preachers. How can they help themſelves, when 
turned out into the world, detitute of means to ſupport them? 
Much jeſs, to go to law with thoſe who poſſeſs thoufands, and 
ho would deal it out plentiſully, in ſupport of their own 
| cauſe.} The conteſt then would be too ſerious j -what ſome 
of them may do at a future time, we know not, and though 
| they cannot, nor have not, this we know, that the law of 

God is the ſame; and as they preach Righteouſneſs to others, 
they ought to practice it; ; and give them a ſhare of that which 
you fay their labours in writing, and induſtry ia e 
has gained.“ 

Your.congratulations and thanks, will undoubtedly be re- 

ceived with pleaſure by the Conference; as you have ſent them 
gilded with a golden promiſe—with another ſound of the trum» 
pet of ſelf. adulation. You are about to give alms; and, it is 
blown in the ſtreets. A man hears no praiſe when in the duſt— 
beiter have it before you go hençe— well, you have, your rer 
ward, + They have accepted and inſured it, by enrolling you 
among the Sue ann ited Preachers; hence, you may derive 
both borour and profit ! Now have they not enough to lupport 
them? It would, we think, be more acceptable to your Maker, 
if you would diſtribute a little of the many hundreds you, have 
at ufe, among the poor Saints; who know, vt What it is to 
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lf we -be called upon publigly, to anſwer : again, we will” poine 

out the particular characters. 

+ For the truth of this, we reſer you to the'tate tranſaRtions f 
| your worthy preſident the Rev. Doctor Coke, avho, io his 
F could throw away confilerable: ſums of 1 71 tu oppoſe 
k threnthe Trullees. at Eciſtol . "REL un. orkihire, - 
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lire, as the Superannuated Preachers do—but this would only 
be recorded in Heaven, and on the hearts of the poor—the 
other wilt be written in the capital, aud publiſhed throughout 
the lands; ſo much added to out funded property, by « ur 
late Dear Mr. Jobn/on's Legacy! _Every Man is a friend 10 
him that giveth gifts. Prov. 

Vou Ry, page 13th, „I never knew the merits of che law- 
ſult with the truſtees of the new chapel, and do ſuppoſe the 
Addreſſers know little more than me; but let it be what it 
will, I much doubt the concluſion in the addreſs,“ Why have 
you taken upon you to deſend it? Surely a julge and impar- 
tial jury knew the merits We will not “' rejudge their Juf- 
tice:” Now as the preachers' were often with you when you 
were writing your remarks, did you never aſk them? did they 
never inform you ? It was ycur place to gain the information z 
it was theirs to give it. But y. n thought there was too much 
about it, and you draw the following deception, and lurked be- 


hind jt —66 Now for men of ſ\-1:fſe to give up congregations for 


empty houſcs, and hope to gain money by turning off the peo- 
ple, is wonderful indeed, and too abſurd for any thinking 
man to believe.” Now how fincere were you when writing 
this; could you raife up your heart to ycur Maker, and im- 
plore his blefling' to attend it; or did you anſwer it to the beſt 
of your knowledge ? Ah! fo aged and yet dealing in * ! 
The juft man walketh in his integrity. Prov. 20. 7. 
Bicff-d be the Lord: we perceive how futile the above is; 
it is like the flaſh of a mettor, ſoon ſpent and little damage 
done. The tich man is wif: in his own conceit, but the poor 
that Hath unlerftanding ſearcheth him out. Prov. 28th, 11th, 
Now we ſhall et you right omce more: It may be the graſs- 
hopper has approached your ſtudy, threatened you with its 
| ponderous weight, and puzzled you with its chattering ſong. 
We have no reaſon to believe, that many of the preachers 
are deſtitute of ſenſe, nor that they love to take ſhadows for 
Wbſtances ; ; we have intimated the contrary in our addreſs; 
but nac! the preachers gotten the houſes into their hands, the 
people muſt have received their privileges, at ſuch expences, or 
under theſe relſtrictions which. beſt ſuited their common intereſt ; 
Tegen, we are not i qorant of the emolument which mult 
ave arifen to thein, batt ey ſacceeded in this, as the ſeats 
are all rented tobe people in England, and ſome of the houſes 


both ol. annu hy, or more, in proportion to their ſituation 
en 50 7T Wis would haverbten an acquifition of no ſmall 


judge between ved auother vey fiep towards the eſtabliſhment 
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of that hierarchy which they have been graſping at ſince the 
death of Mr. John Weſley. Thus we have explained what you 
pretended not to underſtand 5 what you term“ wonderful in- 
deed, and too abſurd for any thinking man to believe.” 
Wo unto him (Frith the prophet Iſiah) who putteth light for 
darkacfs, and darkneſs for light.” You go on, © by what I 
have read very lately, it is proved that the truſtees can break 
their truſt, though under their hand and fenl, and give the 
chapels to whom they pleaſe, and wipe their mouths and ſay _ 
they have done no evil!” This appears to be a very ſerious 
charge; but you have not told us who is the author of the 
piece you got your information from. Perhaps you refer to 
the truſtees in England, who have taken twenty or thirty chapels 
from the old connection, betauſ: they refuſed the people 4 
knowledge of their own affairs. How you can make it appear 
that they “ break their truſt, though under their hand and 
ſca!,” becauſe they receive preachers from the Conference of 
the New Connect on, we cannot conceive. But you are ready 
to fay, ** I think, it is not very-diſticult to prove it, for they have 
taken many ch: pes from the preachers, which was fettlcd upon 
the Conference, and given them to others.“ This reaſoning ap» 
pears very plauſible ; but let ns examine it a little. 

And firſt—Who do you mean by the Conference? To un- 
derſtand this, we muſt take notice of the occaſion of the uſe 
of this word among us. Mr. Weſley received lay-men to 


aſſiſt him in ſpreading the cauſe of the Redeemer. At certain 


periods he called theſe men together, and corſulted with them 
on various fabjeas : hence the reſult of their meetings are 
called by himſelf ** Converfitions between the Reverend John 
Weſley and others.” Mr. Weſley always prefided in theſe 
meetings, becauſe he looked upon the preachers as his ſcrvants, 
for he could receive or expel them at his pleaſure. Here, you 
ſee, who compoſed the Conferences of old the employer and 
the employed. Now who employs and fupports the preachers 
in theſe days? Certainly the people, But will the preachers 
in their meetings receive any of their employers to conſult 


with them about the management of their own affairs? No. 


Their language is, We are determined in the moſt reſolved 
manner, and with the moſt wnaninfous ſpirit, to reje& the 
plan of Delegates, in whatever ſhape or form it may be pro- 
poſed.“ Hear what they ſay of themſelves: [Minutes for 
1796, page 29.] * The preachers are eminevitly one body” 

Now after thele declarations, is it not a ſoleciſm of language 
to call them The Convertnce? If you would ſpeak with 


- ..+ 80 :} 

| any propriety, you muſt call them a Dutch Ariſtocracy, The 
New Connection have an equal number of preachers and peo- 
ple to compoſe their Conference, Hear the title of their 

minutes: “ Minutes of Converſations between travelling 

Preachers and Delegates from the People late in connection 
=; with the Rev. Mr. Weſley.” Now aſk yourſelf which is the 
proper Conference ? 

Secondly, What do you mean „ by taking the chapels, 
and giving them to whom they pleaſe?” Did you ever know 
the truſtees take any chapel and apply it to any other purpoſe 
than that for which it was intended ? You may be ready to 
ſy, Ves: Mr. Weſley's intention in having the chapels ſettled 
upon the deed poll, was to have them ſacred for the uſe of 
thoſe preachers who were in connection with him, and whole 
doctrine was agreeable to his Notes on the New Teſtament and 

eight volumes of Sermons. Very ue. And in this the truſ- 
tees have been faithful to their tiuſt; for the pei ſons who oſſi - 
ciate in theſe chapels are ſound in the faith, and preach the 
gewuine doctrines of Methodiſm; and the greateſt part of 
them was in connedtion with Mr. Weſley, before one half of 
yc ur preachers joined the Methodiſt Society. You proceed, 
Page 14, to telt us of a pamphlet, containing a ſtatement of 
the London law-ſuit about the New Chapel, City Road. If 
we be rightly informed, you have this pamphlet by you. Put, 
| alas! you have not favoured us with a ſingle extract from it. 
Since you told us of this ſmall pamphlet, we have wiſhed very 
much to ſce it. As it is the preachers own account, they have 
probably left out the falſe appeals to Hcaven, which four of 
them made. In order to lay claim to the premiſes, it was ne- 
"= - cefſary for ſome identical perſons to come forward and make 
- oath that theſe premiſcs belonged to them, Now does this 
pamphlet, you ſpeak of, inform you that Mr. R——rs did ſo, 
in order to get the chapel ? that Mr. Th——1n did ſo, in or- 
der to ſecure the dwelling-houſe ? and that Mr. Wh d did 
in like manner, in order to get the foundery ? and alfo the ſex- 
ton making oath that the burying greund belonged to him? 
We kuow that the preachers do not like to hear theſe things 
| mentioned; and we can aſſure them it gives us no pleaſure to 
relate them.z ; but in order to anſwer your , .remarks_ we were 
conſtrained to relate theſe things. If it wes neceſſaty we coul 
mention more particulars about the London law-ſuit than has 
ever come to your knowledge. The above-agcount, aud much 
more, we had from a reſpeQable gentleman, who was em- 
ployed fourteen weeks by the truſtecs upon this occaliun.ms 


* 
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We cannot conclude our remarks on this laſt paſſige of your's, 
without dropping a word of advice to thoſe truſtees into whoſe 
hauds this may fall. 

Now, brethren, if you wiſh to preſerve any chapel, or cha- 
pels you are in truſt for, ſicred for the uſe of the Old Connec- 
tion, you muſt make a new deed, and put iv the preachers for 
truſtees 3; or elſe, if your views of things ihovld alter, you 
will have it in your power to take the chape!s from the old 
preachers, and give them to the New, Connection, whoſe dif- 
cipline is agreeable to reaſon and Scripture. But our advice to 
you is, keep the, chapels in your own hands, let the focicty 
to which they belong have them for their uſe. If you with to 
have good preachers, keep them dependent on the people. 
Whenever preachers become independent, they will in time 
become tyrannical. If the preachers had been ſucceſsful in 
the London law ſuit, all other chapels and dwelling-houſes 
which b-long to them in the three kingdoms, would have fol- 
lowed the ſame fate, and have been an acauifition of not lefs 
than C. 200, ooo. If the preachers act uprightly, and keep 


their eye fngly fixed on God, they will never want chapels to 


preach in. It is no good fign when we ſe them fo anxious to 
have chapels fixed upon them; ſor when we ſee mob we 
are in general apprehenſive of are. 

And now, Sir, if you have the gentlemen of the law; or 
any individual among them to tax with injuſtice; es you have 
* ſnatched the quill,“ attack them; or, him zs a Chriſtian 
openly, and reprobate ſuch conduct in whoever of them de- 


ceived their client 3 and as a word of advice is ſometimes 


profitable---we gounſcl you to carry more found argument, 
and have a better footing than you had in your attack againſt 
us, or they will argue you out cf your ſerfs. 5 
Page 15, you have given us a Jong detail of what you term 
the Secrets of Conference.“ We are forry you have given 
yourſ-if fo much trouble to ſo little purpcfe 3 and though none 
of us have Cit in that conclave, we will tell you a few more; as 
one good turn deſrrres another, it may be the parallel holds 
good in the relation of ſtories. Before we proceed, it appears 
you have been guilty of fending out a ſtalking-horſe to deceive 
the people, in order to divert their minds from things which 
more nearly concern them to proceed they, the preachers alone 
have changed Mr. Weſley's mode, reſpecting the diſtribution 
of the public collections. He uſed to ſend the money _— 
they keep it at home. He was kind, in giving it whe: 
was tiuly wante---they are kind, and give it to one thee: 


* * . 


(288-3 
Mr. Weſley ſaid, that no afſembly but an Irquiſition will judge 


- a mn unheard, and being brought face to ſuce; that the Con- 


ference has done ſo, contrary to his mind, and to the law of 
our country, is an undoubted fact. Mr. Weſley allowed every 
wan the liberty, both to think and fpeak of religious things; 


the preachers have made it a crime worthy exclufion, to ſpeak 


of his good old plan; or to compare it with their neav one - Mr. 
Welley ſaid, that the people would never ſubmit to any body 
of mien, as they had done to him---the preachers never aſked 


_ their cor \-nt, and want them to ſubmit to their arrogated and 


greater power—Now; Sir, who has been changing Mr. 
Weſley's mode? Have you revealed all their ſecrets ? There 
are yet a few more which we can reveal, that will caſt light 
upon the above; but as you are an old, and now a ſuperanuated 
preacker, we think theſe are as many, as you can bear at one 
time. 

You have been Ariking hard to forge the woke for the 


5 3 but you will find ſome difficulty, - before yon can get it 
on their necks. 


Ah ! Sir, the image of the beaſt is arrived 
from Peter's; and: has ſound a ſeat with our holy fathers — 
You are ſtriving to erect it; and if any man will not fall down 
and worſhip, anathemas and exctuſttin muſt attend him! 

Thus in a!moſt the end of the 18th century, the man of fin is 
revealed among the onde holieſt ſect in theſe lands; and now their 
fall ſcems rapid; and that, from the ſime cauſes, which have. 
overthrown the former churches, viz. alove of money and power 
in the preacheis; whilſt you have been holding cut in your 
remarks, principles of error to divert them from ſeeing the 
impending ruin. Why ſhould any preacheis of the goſpel 
aſſume ſuch a power; is not the ſame God over all, and 


through all, and in you all ? 


It is not a prorogative which belongs to man, to interpoſe 
between our cor-ſciences and our God; but the preachers have 
done ſo, contrary to, and in violation of this eternal truth! 
As a proof that the preachers have taken to then.ſclves the 
whole government of. the church, we ſhal! relate more largely 
their proceedings, with reſpect to the Liſburn petitioners ; they 
roſe ſrom their comfortable firefides—from the hoſpitable com- 
pany of men, who had been twenty, or thirty years their be- 
neſactors, whoſe hearts were ready to feel for, and whoſe 
pockets were open to ſupply their wants—they, as you qui kingly 
remark, ** wiped their mouths**---ſhcok them by the hand--- 
rode to Dublin; (and no doubt, after ſolemn ſaſing and prarer) 
they accuſed, judged, condemned; and bauiſhed from the 
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Methodiſt Connection thirty-two. of their brethren, Did they 
ſtop here? No, more appeared to them quite neceſſ. wy.,—1ſt; 
The people might murmur who were confeientious.—2d, The 
expelled men might attempt to aſſemble, and worthip with 
tkoſe, who could not bear to be wreſted from their perſecuted 
brethren.---34, To extirpate hem, and intimidate the /, 
was necelſT.'y ; leſt, they in the old Connection, ſhould ever 
murmnr at the preachers ſuture conduct. 

The council fit in active thought, what means to purſue, to 
accompliſh the above end: the powers of darkneſs, ever near 
the human heart, ſiyzyefted the only poſſible way; the nation is in 
ſome meaſ1:e axitoted, point them out as Jacorins; and at 
the fame time open y declare your own loyalty z— thus thall ye 
create a jealouſy in the minds of men againſt them -“ Report 
and awe avill report,” (Jer. 20 c. 10 v.) and viftory, ſure vie- 
tory is ours. Lie done; and thus have they laid a ſnare for 
their brethren, to wr-ft them from their habitations, leave their 
wives, wklows, and their children orphans 3 why often times 
miniſtered to their necethites, and ſheltered them in time of need, 
Men may determine, bu: God, the ſuperintender of all, Gd; ipo- 
ſes. Glory to him, his providence has preſerved us, and 
bis grace hath kept us in fach fort, that our conduct (the only 
thing which declares men), puts all our enemies to the bluſh. 
We can appeal to our neighbours is not our conduct peaceable z 
are we not amenable to the laws. Thanks be to God, the laws 
of our country have provided for us that liberty they would de- 
ny; they having warned our. brethren to have no communica— 
tion with us, nor hear us ſing and pray. Now, Sir, what have 
we ſuffered all this for? For requeſting ſcriptural diſcipliue in 
the chart deſendiug the cauſe of God, and the cauſe of 
many of our brethren, The above, or ſuch has been our 
crimes. We thought the ſpirit of perſecution was quenched 
in the blood of the Martyrs, but from the above you may per- 
ceive it is yet alive, and the only thing which keeps down the 
flame, is want of power; that it is no urjuſt concluſion to ſay, 
could they do more, they would hurry us to Smithfield, and 

puuiſh us at the take. * 


—— — — 
— — _ — ——_s — — — 


v Perhave you may be ready to ſay—this is ſtrong language i in- 
deed; be it ſo; it is no ſtronger than true—as certain aljo of your 
6wwn preachers have ſaid; — * hope, (ſays Mr. Bradburn, 
in his pamphlet, publiſhed in 1792) I thall ever be a determined 
advocate for univerſal, unreſtraincs ſiberty of conſcience ; and an 
enemy to gvery ſpecies of ccc cien in matters purely deut. it 
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Now, Sir, have you not been brandiſhing your weapon for 
an Antichriſtian power, and combating for an unſeriptural cauſe, 
and aſſumed power taken by the once ſtammering Methodiſt 
Preachers? who having got a little more knowledge, ard better 


manner of addreſs, have forgot and ſtepped out of the humble 


path; ſnatched at the keys falling from the band of the 
Pontiff; and in effect declared ave are his true ſuccoyſors 

You ſay a Preacher's Wife has only 121. per annum: now 
had you ſaid 131]. you would have hit on the right ſum. It is 


wonderful how. you could forget aſter paying them fo many 


years, and not know that the ſum is as above. But, Sir, is 
this all they have? We believe not. Who furniſhes them with 


a how, ſervant girl, coals, candles, mahogany chairs, beds, 


Cd 


— 


you would hinder the ſacrament by eompulfion, (or prevent the 


people from enjoying any of their lawful tights), becauſe you do , 
not approve of it, would you not- five, impriſon. beni/b, or burn 


your brother ia Chriſt, ſooner. than l. ſliouid cujoy his Chriſtian 
iberty ? You niay fay, no; but God knows I would not truſt 
you gut of my power,” | 
3 F 

This ſaid Mr. B. is now bceome a bitter enemy to his brethren 
in England, becauſe they differ from him in matters “ purcly re- 
rigious.” — for proof of this, fee The Addreſſes to the Iriſh Con- 
fer cuce, and to F. Aſbury of America, contained in the Minutes 
of 179%, and figned Samuel Bradburn, Secretary, He there repre- 
ſents the brethren who have divided from them, as perſons that 
have lot their religion—the follewers of Thomas Paine—demons of 
diſcord, &c. & c. Lord, what is man How is the fine gold become 
dis! Men can ſpeculate, about liberty, but touch their intereſt, 
aud they will riſe and withſtand you to the face, Why there is 
ſuch a great change in the language and conduct of Mr. Bradburu 
we cannot fay, unleſs it be, that 


Avarice and oge ercep on. His reverend mind 
Begins to grow Right Reyerendly inclin'd, 
Power and preferment till ſo ſweetly call, 
The voice of Heaven is never heard at all, 

Set but a tempting Biſhopric in view, 

He's ſtrictly orthodox—and loyal too; | 
With equal zeal defends both Church and late, 
And inſidels and rebels ſhare his heat, | 


[Dodley's Art of Preaching, 8 page.) 


- 


4 third of this 


1 
and other houſchold furniture? When you write again, put 
all theſe and more to the 121. you ſpeak of, and be exact, for 


-people in towns know what theſe things coſt, and who will 


know if your eſtimation be juſt : pray aſk your own heart, if 
the Preachers are right when they ſay, it is not the people but 


the Conference that they thank for theſe things, 


You aſk, in the laſt page of your remarks, “ where the 
preachers got 'their riches.” We have anticipated ourſelves in 
ſome ſort, but there remains a ſolution yet. We anſwer, from 
the people, viz. the collections that are levyed from them to 
ſupport the different funds which are ia being in the connec- 
tion—to wit, the yearly collection, amcaating to 1800]. per 
year; the Kingſwood School collection, about 1 500l. per year; 
the preachers” fund collection, about 12091. per year; this laſt 
collection, they ſay, they are not accountable to any perſon or 
perſons, een their own property, although not more than one 

um is ſubſcribed by the preachers towards it; 
fourthly, the profits ariſing from the ſale of the books, which, 
on an avelage, is not leſs than 2000], per year; the whole (as 
far as has come to our knowledge) amounts to no leſs a ſam 
than 6500l, per annum, Now, Sir, from the above fair ſtate- 
ment, you will be futty acquainted with what you pretended 
not to know. Now as you love information, if any of your 
old friends ſhould come on a tour through Ireland this year, 
_ Particularly the preacher who ,afferted that Mr. Alexander Kil- 
bam got wfair trial, which is a falſe aſſertion, you can tell him 
in your turn, that there is nothing new, and that the expelled 
men in the Liſburn Circuit did not get auy trial whatſoever, 

We would wiſh to continue our ſubject a little longer, but 
for fear gf Twelling « our Reply tap much, as we have to pay for 
the printing of our pamphiet— Alas! e have no acceſs to the 


contiugent fund. In the flaſt paragraph you ſay, you never in- 

tended this as an anſwer to the Addreſs,” . We think; then that 
you were wrong ia ſending it forth, ou wiſh alſo that the 
Addreſs had never been publiſhed.“ ” We have heard.manyivf 


our, ſtaunch friends alſo wiſh that you had not publiſhed yours, 
and 2 24 no good had ariſen from it; it was not to the purpoſe, 
and we are ready to think that you are of the ſame opinion by 
this time; however, à man is never too old to learn. 

Thus, Sir, we have noticed every particular point of your 
Remarks, and have endeavoured to anſwer them. And to 
ſhew unto all thoſe into whoſe bands this Reply may fall, that 
we have been candid with you, we ſeut Tou! dhe fojlowing letter 
before this was {cnt to the preſs:— 


— 


ö | ! 


* 30th Noa 1798 


Fg 


je QEAR sit, | 5 
& We wiſh you to ſce an Anſwer to your Remarks on our 
Addrefs,, which we have prepared, that if you can produce 
auy reaſonable objections againſt any part of it you may. We 
will wait your attendance at Wm. Johnſton's till three o' clock 
to-morrow; if you call then, well; if not, it will be gone to 
the preſs, and ſtruck off immediately. 


% We are, Dear Sir, 
„% Your's, .&c. 
«© HUGH MURRAY. | 
ETC WM. JOUNSTOYN.” 
#* Thurſday night, 1 | » 
$62 gclock.” 


, Ry ' . * . 
- . = * * 
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a nine o 'clock we received Mr. Tobnfan £ anfirer, whih 
4 18 as follows :— 


\ 


- (8 aachiriaa 


£6 received your note; in which you give me an offer of 
objecting to any part of your anſwer to my remarks. I mall 
decline the offer, as I ſhalb gire myſelf no farther trouble about 
any thing you publiſh, unlefs you publiſh a conſutation of 
thoſe- remarks, If you can prove them falſe, I will publiſh to 
the world my error ; but any thing that reflects on me I ſhall 
bear with patience, leaving you and your publication to bin 
8 5 nie e between 2 at the laſt day. 


IF 


; 
* 


| « I am, Gentlemen, 
* r ee Your humble ſervant, 1 
1 i 1 1 A JOHN JOHNSON. | 
# 1 evening, threy | 
Quarters after eight.” 


(. 99.) - 

And now, dear Sir, a few words more, and ive ſhall clofe 
this our Reply to you. As we have principally anſwered your 
Remarks by quotations ſrom the writings of your own 
preachers, and the minutes of your Conferences, we hope you 
will let them have that due weight which they deferve z and 


"ſhould you, or any of your friends, be inclined to make any 


ſurther remarks on any thing we have advanced, we are ready 
to meet you on the broad baſis of reaſon, Scripture, and the 
practice of the church in the pureſt ages of Chriſtianity, 


| (Signed by) 


WILLIAM BROWN, Preacher, 


DUNCAN LIVINGSTON, Preacher, The 
OHN MicLURE, Preacher, | Commit- 
U. MURRAY, Gen. Steward, Leader and Truſtce, tec. 

WM. JoHNSTON, Truſtee, 


WILLIAM BLACK, Leader and Truſtee, 
JAMES RICHEY, Leader, 
WM. PALMER, Leader, 
JOHN SCANDERET, Leader, 
FRANCIS HAMILTON, Leader, 
PAT. CUNNINGHAM, Leader and Truſtee, 
JOSEPH CHERRY, Leader and 'Truſtec, 
MOSES BUCHANNAN, Leader, 
* OHN KELLY, Steward, 
AMES WRIGHT, Leader, 
THOMAS BRADSHAW, Leader and Truſtees 
ROBERT LILLEY, Leader, 
JOHN PEARCE, leader, 
ROBERT SAILLEY, Leader, 
WILLIAM COBURN, Leader, 
WILLIAM M*DOWEL, Leader, 
PHELI% CUNNINGHAM, Steward, 
HN WHISTON, Leader. 
A'THANIEL DICKEY, Leader and Truſtee, 
WILLIAM WOODS, Leader, 
WILLIAM JOHNSTON, Steward, Moorſide. 
THOMAS AUPEHERSON, Leader, 
CHARLES HALL, Leader, 
WILSEY CHAPMAN, Leader. 


Lib:yn, Dec. 5, 1798. 
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* 
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VELY DEAR BRETHREN, 
5 * E have no doubt but you have heard of our expulſion 


from your Connexion, by the Preachers lately aflems 
bled in Dublin, As we have no quarrel with ei, we hope 
you will bear with 2s, whilſt we lay before you a lair Natement 
of the matter in diſpute, 

Perhaps, you may have gathered ſme tolerable idea of it, 
fro the for egoing. Reply to Mr. Johvſon's Remarks; but there 
are many other things neceſiry for you to know, which | we 

could not (with propriety) inſert in it. 

Though the Conference (ſo called) has by its late edict . 
parated us from baving any communion with yon, yet we 
doubt not, but many of you can with a loving heart, call us 
Brethren. We often call to mind the many precious times we 
have had together, before the preſent preachers were taken ont 
to travel ;* therefore, we arc firmly perſuaded, that it would not 

be unacceptable to you, to know tke particular things which 
we wiſh to have eſtabliſhed among us, for the future proſpe- 
rity of Zion, and for che requeſting of <v3/ch, we have been 


— „ X > a FY 4 8 


* 


* Mr. Johnſon tell us in hispamphiet, page y,“ we have not in 
lrelagd three men who have travelted twenty years“ — But we can 
aſſirm—that there are five or {ix among the thirty-two men 8 hy 
have been excluded, that have been pmned to the Methodiſt con- 

,nexion, from twenty-five to thirty years, and upwards, who have 
adorucd the goſpel «f Chriſt, How reaſonable is it then, that 
thoſe men thonid be taken from among their brethren, and to be 
ſet up as an Inquiſition to expel from the connexton thirty-two 
officers, who gladly ſupported the cauſe of God, before many of 
them knew any thing of reh. ion? | 


f * Z , £ k * ** 
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expelled the Connexion, 'viz. that the people ſhall have a voice 
in the formation of their own laws—in the choice of their 
own miniſters—and in the diſtribution of their own property. 
Firſt then, we wiſh to have a voice in the formation of the 
laws by which we are to be governed : the reaſon of our re- 
queſting this is evident to all, who are in any meaſure acquaint- 

ed with the laws lately made by the Conference. | 
7 In their Minutes for 1796, we find the following law, page 
- 28; © That no Local Preacher ſhall be allowed to preach in 
any other circuit without producing a recommendation from 
the Superintendant of the circuit where he lives: nor ſuffer 
any invitation to be adraitted as a plea, whether from men in 
office or not, without the previous knowledge and ful} conſent 
of the Superintendant of the place, where any one may aſk 
him to. preach.” What can all this mean? Is not this mi- 
nute defigned to bring every Local Preacher into a ſtate of ab- 
je& ſubmiſſion to Aﬀiſtant preachers ? Can charity itſelf ſup- 
poſe that the :ule is not made to reftrain their influence, and to 
give Affiſlant Preachers a greater ſhare of power? Will the 
Local Preachers tamely ſubmit to this rule, and walk in the 
way which it points out? Can they in conſcience ſacrifice 
their liberty, to gratiſy the views of any that may make laws 


to bind them, beyond whatever was known in the records of 


| _Methodifin ? 


In the Minutes for the {ame year, page 29, you find the | 


following law: „ That, as the Preachers are eminently one 
body, nothing, thall be done by any individual, which would be 
prejudicial to the whole, or to any part thereof; therefore, no 
Preacher Hall publiſh any Thing but what is given to the 
Conference, and printed in our own preſs. The Book Com- 
| mittee to determine what is proper to be printed.“ The rea- 
fon they aſſign for making this law is, “ to prevent improper 
perſuns from publiſning any thing that might diſturb the peace 
of the Connexion“ cha 2 
It is neceffiry to obſerve here, that a number of letters and 
pamphlets have lately been circulated, which pointed out ma- 
ny evils that (xiſted in the Connexion, which are calculated to 


carry couviftion fo the confeiences of all that read them The 


Conference ſeems to be more afraid of the preſs, employed by 
any member of its own boily, than any thing elſe. Travelling 
Preache:s have acceſs within the veil, and ſhould they write 
what they have ſeen and heard, this would amazingly affect 
ti e whole body -of the people. Therefore, ne Preacher all 


publiſh any thing, good, bad, or indifferent, but what is 


s 
— 


. 
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geren to we Conference, the Book Committee to determine 
what is proper to be printed.“ Moſt of the preachers belong- 
ing to the Book Committee are the- very perſons that have the 
chief management of our affairs in their hands. They wiſh to 
perſuade the people, that there are no particular grievances in 
the Connexion. Nothing will be allowed to paſs. through 
their hands, that is calculated to weaken or deſtroy. their au- 
thority and influence; or any that ſhare with them in the ma- 
nagement of our affairs. By this act, paſſed inithe year 1796, 
every preacher is effectually prevented from expoſing any evils 
to our people, unleſs he ſet aſide is rule, — to the 
conſequences. | 

Some may be ready to ſay, if they have thus bound thems 
Alves, the hands of local Preachers, Leaders, Stewards, Truſ- 
tees, and private Members are at liberty.--Nay verily ; for in 


minutes 'for the ſame year, page 32—* Let no man, nor 


number of men, in our Connexion, on any. account or occa- 
' Hon, circulate letters, call meetings, do, or attempt to do any 
thing'neav, till it has been firſt appointed by the Conference.“ 
Fo this minute we find. the preachers aſſuming abſolute domi- 
nion over the people, and forbidding what the laws of God 
and man allow. The ſcriptures and the laws of our country 
allow members belonging to the Methodiſts Qunnexion to meet 
together, without firſt petitioning the Conference for liberty. 
Cari it/ be ſuppoſed, that Ioo, ooo Methodiſts will ſubmit to it, 
without hefitation? On the contrary, will it not ſhake the 
Number-from: their minds, and lead them to claim their pri- 
vileges which belong to them as men, and as:Chriſtians ? 

Secondly, with reſpect to the choice of our own Minifters, 
This is both reaſonabte and,fcriptural—and if we think: it juſt 
to have the choice of ſervants to prepare our food, and phy- 
ficians to attend wpen us when fick-—will not the ſame 
reaſoning hold good, and . much more ſo, concerning the 
choice of thoſe who miniſter to our ſpiritural wants, and 'couns 
teract the diſeaſes of the human mind? But ſome will be ready 
to ſay—0< This is already granted to the people,” —If fo, 
it is of a very late date We cannot {ay that we know one par- 
ticular inſtance of it---But we krow many to the contrary, 
Admitting that there be a fixed law, that none {hall go out to 
tre vel without being firſt mentioned and approved of, at a 
quarterly Tmceting---Yet while the Conterence is compoſed 
ONLY of preachers, mey can make and repeal Jaws at Wr 
pleaſure, . 


( 32 ) 


Hence Mr. Benſon tells as, (in his Pamphlet publiſhed at 
Leeds, March 22, 1796, and entitled, 4 The Diſcipline of 


the Methodiſts Defended,??—-P,:9.) „Now, my Brethren, 
recollect that the Leaders, Steabards, and Truftees, muſt always 
conſtitute a great majority of ſuch a meeting, and then ſay, 
who 1ule—We or you In avhorn is the greater power veſted ? 
And wwho bave moſt reaſon. to complain? I would adviſe you 
to be gulet, and reft ſatisfied with the power you have obtained ; 
for if you do not, ſome of us will move the next Conference 
for an abrogation of the preceding rule, which many think 
very partial in your favour, and we have no doubt of carrying 


the MOTION, and then you may help yourſelves ag you , 


can!!!” This reminds us of Sulomon's words. Confidence in 
an unſaithhſul nan in time of trouble, is like a brokes tooth, and 


22 out of Jeim. — Prov. 18, 19. | . 


* 


Thirdly, a voice in the diſtribution of our own property. 
Here you may be ready to enquire: what do you mean by your 
own property? We have partly anticipated ourſelves in our 
REPLY. We mean the different collections which are made 
among us for carrying on the work of God-—ſnch as the yearly. 
collection, the» Kingſwood collection, the preaciers fund 
collection, and the profits ariſing from the ſile of books>— 
Some may be ready to deny that the latter is our own 
property, 
are felling their books among us. There are very few 
that has been joined to the Methodiſt Connexion for any 
conſiderable time, but what bave heard the Preachers/i ſay; 
{when vending their books), „ve do not thus recommend 
them for our on profitz the profits ariſing from the ſale of all 
car books is for the good of our Connexion.””. But aſk: the fe 
Gentlemen for an acconnt of the.diſburſement of theſe profits, 
which is not leſs than 2ocol. per year—and they will tell you, 


Gif you have been a Member of 'the Connexion for 30 yet) 


that the profits of the books are nothing to you: it is as much 


our own money, as the profits ef any other Bookſ-llervio- the 
kingdom. Thus when they are ſcling their books, they ſay; 


«© The profits are your's'*— {for every Member is a component 


part of the Connexion) —but when they have got the money, 
they ſay, it is cur property,“ and no one has à light but 
wourſclves to know what is done with it, If any of us could be 


prctent wext Conference, when the old formal queſtion will be 


aſked, * Has any, of our Rulcs been overlouked, which it is 
neceſſary. to revive again“ - we would anſwer, an important 
one of our Lord's has been overlooked by you” for theſe many 
years; and it is very n-cYary for you to revive it ; it is con- 


We know the Preachers tell us ſo, when they 


% 


of 
tained in St. Matthew v. 37.—* Let your 'VEA be VEA, and 
your NAY be NAY.” The obſervance of this rule would have 
a tendency to deſtroy all Diplicity and Equi vocation. 
And now, Brethren, we have laid before you in theſe three 
partiailars the whole of our requeſts, We ſpeak as unto wiſe 
men, Judge ye what we ſay—we entreat you to wer theſe 


things in the: balance of the Sanctuary, and you will be con- 


ſtrained to acknowledge they are founded on Reaſon and 
Seripture. Conſcious cf this, and fenfible of the neceffity of 
ſpeedily adopting an equitable form of Diſcipline in the Me- 
thodiſt Connexion, we publiſhed our ApDa sss. But fome of 
the Preachers deſired us to top the circulation of them, ſayings 
4% it is highly -probable the Conference will take theſe things 


into conſideration.” For the fake: of peace we complied, and 


ſont the following letter to the Conference — 
To the TIEN Preachers affonbled in Conference. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


We think it our duty at this particular time to addreſs yous 
and the more ſo as we are convinced that on your determinations 
in a great degree, depends the proſperity of that part of Chriſt's 
Militant Church in this kingdom; - unto which you and we do 
belong. As long as the Sun and Moon ſhall endure we wiſh 
real Methodiſm to flouriſh and increaſe : until the earth js re- 
newed, and the univerſe filled with the glory of God. 

We have to lament, that ſince the death of the venerable 
Mr, John Weſley, whoſe memory we ſhall ever revere, vital 
Methodiſm hath been on the decline, and is declining very faſt 


In this kingdom. We beg leave to mention to you that we 


think, that in part it is owing to unſcriptural laws having been 
made in the different Conferences ſince his death. We have 
not been idle ſpectators of thoſe things which do ſo materially 
concern us, our children, and all thoſe that wiſh that genuine 
Methodiſin may proſper. Every fucceeding month convinces 


us flill more, that ſomething muſt be done to fix the connexion 


on ſuch a foundation that it may ftand ſecure, and be the admi- 
— of all the other communities in theſe nations. 

It. was for this end that we have publiſhed our Addreſs. We 
hare in a ſmall degree circulated ſome of them; a few of the 
preachers thought it would be beſt to wait the determination of 
Conference; we therefore have acceded to their requeſt „ and 
have not proceeded further, We think that there is not any 
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complaint contained in our Addreſs that is not well founded, 
nor any thing contained in the Eight Fropoſitions but what is 
both reaſonable and ſeriptural; and when ſtrictly examined will 


be found agreeable to the diſcipline and cuſtoms of the antient 


as well as modern Chriſtian Churches. We believe the leaders 


in the connexion are as holy, and endowed with as much ra- 
tional underſtanding as any other religious body (taking number 
for number) of men in the world, 

We think that a few of thoſe delegated from the whole body 


to Diftrit Meetings and Conference, to help to make or reviſe 


-— 


any law'or laws, would not in the leaſt degree militate againſt 


the dignity of the preachers. We ſce and feel the neceflity of 


it—would to the Lord there was none! 


We know the purity of our intentions reſpecting thoſe mat- 
ters, and we believe it is agreeable to tbe Lord we ſhould look 


for that which is our indubitable right. Therefore, in the 


name of our God aad Saviour, we are determined to perſevere 


in his good cauſe until our grievances are redicſed, 
Libs, uh, gh, 1798. | 
| [Here followed the thirty _— 
The following is the anſwer we c . = 115 


: 8168, 


, - * 
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Your letter has been read in Confirebes; and we are 1 
fired td ſend yoh the following arſwer : The Conſerence con- 


fider the plan of electing by the votes of the people, and ſrid- 


ing to the Conference and diſtrict meetings, Committees, DE- 


LEGAT ES, is founded on the principles of JACOBINISM ; 
principles, which we abhor,” Such principles have an imme- 
Cciate tendency, to bring into the church of God, diforder and 
confuſion, ſimilar in its way, te that wich the ſame princt- 
ples have brought into the ſtate. We are certain that our late 
venerable father in the gcſpel, deteſted theſe principles, as 
much as any man on earth. The economy he eſtabliſhed 


* © 


among the Methodiſts, his writing s and public declarations 
from the pulpit, have borne witneſs of this---We are therefore 


determined in the moſt reſolved manner, and with the moſt 
unanimous ſpirit, to reje& the plan of delegates, in whatever 
ſhape or manner it may be propeſed. We are ready to re- 
ceive any complaints from our people, to confider them duly 


(35-3 | 
and to redreſs them as far as they appear to us to be real 
grievances. YEA, to make every ficrifice, which we believe 

- conſiſtent, with the proſperity of the work of God, to the 
ſati sfaction of their minds. ' 
As to you gentlemen, we conſider your late conduct ſo per- 
fectly oppoſite to what we believe to be the true ſpirit of Chriſ- 
tianity, that we cagz on no account, have any further con- 
nexion with you, till God through hie grace has given you re- 
pentance. 
| Signed in betralf, — 
And by order of the Conſerence, 
T. COKE, Preſident. 
A. HAMILTON, jun. Secretary. 
Dublin, Jul 191, £3 a 


And now, Brethren, we SHA laid before you the whole of 
our requeſts—the Letter we ſent to Conference—and the An- 
ſwer we received. Perhaps by this time you are led to enquire, 

That can be the reaſon, that the Preachers are fo much 
"Againſt Delegates ſitting in Conference with them?“ This is 
a query which we cannot anſwer. Some reaſons ſuggeſt "ova 
1 ſelves to our minds, but leſt you ſhould think us wanting ia 

Charity, we will forbear to aſſign them, gnd refer you to the 
Preachers themſelves for a ſolution to your query. 

5; If the Apoſtles were to ariſe, from the Dead, they would be 

| aſhamed to own the preſent Methodiſt Preachers as their - 

lovers. When the Grecians murmured about the neglect of 

| their widows in the daily miniſtration (Acts 6. 1---7.) What 

5 was the conduct and language of the Apoſtles? «„ Then the 

- teuelvue called the multitude of the Discip LES wnto them, aud 
aid, it is not reaſpn that ave ſhould leave the word of God and 
ſerve, tables. Wherefore Brethren, look VE out among you ſeven 

men of honeft report, full of the Houy Ghosr, and ij iam, 
" aphant awe may appoint over this bn/aneſs. But WE will give our- 
ſelves continuadly to prayer; and ta the Mini/try of the wvord.— 
And the ſayjug PLEASED the avhele multitude.” When ſome 
of the Methodiſt Preachers read this paſſage, they will be 
ready to ſay, „ this is a hard Aying, who can bear it,” If the. 
people myrmer in our day are they ready to ſay, “ t ye 
out from among yourſelves men of hang report, who ſhall carry 
. all your collections to the Conference, and aſſiſt in diſburſing 
them wppartially.” No : the very contrary is their language. 
Mr. Mather could fay, « we : will ſacrifice one half of the 
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W Chapels in the — before Leue Delegates haſt aw 
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* - onference.”* 


it they have not got as much tif confidence about them as 


Biſhop Mather, they will ſay in the mild language of Mr. 
Johnſon, „ if you do not approve of our proceedings, Jau 
have an eaſy redreſs, you can leave us!? 

But obſerve the language of The "men 100 ubedr 
among us - Mr. Guſtavus Armſtrong: and/vthers ſay, Before 
we will agree to the plan of delegates, we will entirely quit 
travelling and go hawwe to our bufineſs”” Brethren, whenever 


you hear thoſe lordly gen ilemen making uſe of the above 


language, ſay unto them, in the name of God, go home 
to your buſineſs. and remain there, * til og through bis ie rage 
has given you repentance.” 

There is another paſſage of feripture which we wiſh to recom- 
mend to your conſideration. It is containedſin 1 Cor. 16, 1. 
Noa concerning the COLLECTION for the Saints, as I bake 8 85 
order to the CHURCHES of 'Galatia, even /o do ye. Upon the 
Arſt day of the week let every one of you lay by him in Are, as 
God hath proſpered him, that 'there be no gatherings when I come. 
And when Tam come, whomforver VE fhall approve by Jour”, let- 
ters, them will I fend to- bring your liberality unto Jtrv' SALE M. 

Aud if it be meet that I G alſo, they hall Go with me, We 
are led to conelude, that the reading of this paſſage; (with- 
out auy commenting upon it) will carry convictien to ever 
chriſtian, that the things which we requeſt, are "nt oy 
reaſonable, but agreeable to, and founded upon Seripture and 
the practice of the ehurch in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity. We 
cannot help admiring the aperds and fpirit of the apoſtle Pa vi. 
He did not fay as Mr. Wood did in the Liſburn digrict 
meeting Mx. P&ESIDENT, \l inſiſt upon it, that you ſup- 
port the D1GN1Ty of this metting.**--No : the apoſtle had no 
objeQtion to the man who [would be appvinted by the people, 
going up to Jeruſalem, and fitting, and conſulting with them 
in their Confereace: But when the Methodiſt preachers in 
this kingdom leave their circuits and ride up to Dublin, they 
think'that none but the Great TO Pricfts,, r Attempt. to 

enter into the HOLY OF notes, 


- There is another obſervatioſ we wilatit make open weber. 


tle's words he did not ſay, e If it be meet that T g0, . you 
need not ſend any delrgate, for Lean take the col rcon with ne. 

If I muſt needs g 2 and you 1 ſend agother man pe th the 
collection, it Tppoſes that you ſuſpe&' my honeflF+ IF his is 
not the lauguage of holy Paul. Hear bis own — if 
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it be meet that I go, they SHALE go quith me. For why? Mr. 
Weſley tells us in his comment on this place, v. 4. They hall 
go with me, to remove all pile ſuſpieion.“ 

O that our preachers were but poſſeſſed of Paul's noble and 
generous ſpirit! But alas! we muſt adopt the language of 
Mr. Charles Weſley, when ſpeaking of the primitive fathers ; 


„Where ſhall we wander now to find, 
The ſucceſſors they left behind ? 

The faithful, whom we ſerk in vain, 
Are miniſh'd from the ſons of men.” 


Dear Brethren, as we have given you the letter we received 
from Conference, bear with us while we make a few remarks 
upon it, When we firlt read the letter we could not help ad- 
miring the officiouſneſs of the Doctor. We were led to think 
that in the whole of bis conduct he has an eye to cur Lord's 
charge to his diſciples, He that uu be the greateft among you, 
let him become the ſervant of all, For though Mr. Hamilton, 
jun. was Secretary to the Conference, yet the Doctor, to ſhew 
his diſapprobation to our requeſts, would write the letter of 
our expulſion with his own hand. Now of all perſons in the 
Conference, Dr. Coke ought to bave been the laſt in oppoſing 


the people's /u/? and laagſul claims; and if you aſk the reaſon 


why, we anſwer, becauſe of his former declarations, both pub- 
lic and private, They ſay, ** The Conference confider the 
plan of electing by the votes of the people, and ſending to the 
Conference and diſtrict committees, delegates, is grounded on 
the principles of Jacobiniſin, principles which we abbor.?? 
How Doctor Coke could have the audacity, after what he has 
ſaid and done, to throw out ſuch an inſinuation as this, we ſhall 
leave to his own mind to reconcile. To mention the- things 
which this great man has uttered in private companies, would 
bave no credit with many; but all who are in any meaſure at- 


+ quainted with the Doctor's preſent declarations, and the ſenti- 


ments contained in the Addreſs which he ſent to George Waſh- 
ington, on peace being reftored to America, will eaſy perceive 


the conſiſtency of your evorthy Preſident.“ You farther ob- 


3 — 
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* Seven years elapſed from the death of Mr, Weſley to the time 


of the Doctor's being made Preſident of the Engliſh Conference. 


Why they ſhould then elect a perſon, ſo haſty, ſhallow and changeable, 
we cannot divine, unleſs they did it, in the firſt place; to prevent 


| ſerve, © We are certain our late venerable Father in the Got. 
„ pel deteſted theſe. principles as much as any man on earth.“ 
TE ö Ta this we might anſwer, in the words of your able advocate, 
Wl | | Mr. Johnſon ; “ Here you miſtake as reading without bock.“ 
4 | Mr. Welley was never againſt the people having a voice in the | 
1 | management of their ozon affairs. He was ſo far from this, 
| | tbat he gave it as his opinion that this would be the caſe after 
| bis death. In the Large Minutes, page 52, Mr. Weſley ſays, . 
| « Several gentlemen are offended at my having ſo much power, 
and demand a free Conference ; that is, a meeting of all the 
Preachers, wherein all things ſhall be determined by the -moſt 
x votes, I arſwer—It is pcilivle after my death ſomething of 
| this kind may take place ; but not while I live. To me the | 
preachers have engaged themſelves to ſubmit, to * ſerve me as 
ſons in the Goſpel.” But they are not thus engaged to any 
man, or rumber of men, beſides. To ze the people in gene- 
ral will ſubmit; but they will not yet ſubmit to any other,” 
Thus you ſee from this paſſage, that Mr. Weſley (under God) 
looked upon the Preachers as his ſcrvants, We aſk, in the 
3 name of common ſenſe, whoſe ſervants are they now? Sure- | 
iy they will not anſwer as a body of Preachers, We are the | 
2 ſervants of one another.” If they be the true meſſengers of | 
— Jieſus Chriſt, they will ſay with his faithful ſervants of old N 
He preach not ourſelves, but Chrifl Teſus the Lord, and ouk- 
. SELVES YOUR (SERVANTS, for Chriſt's s ſake.” Survey thi | 
FP ſabject, then, in this point of view, and is it not aſtoniſhipg, 
1 O tell it not in Garn) that a 14 men, moſt of them 
| 0 taken from the loweſt occupations in life, ſupported and nou- 
| riſhed by their brethren, ſhould ſet themfclves up as an inqui- 
; ſition, and without the leaſt ſhadow of a trial expel from their 
Connexion thirty-two men in office, ſaying, „As to you, 
gentlemen, we can on no account have any further connexion 
with you, till God, through his grace, has given you repent- 
ace. We call upon you, our brethren, throughout this 
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WES | the Doctor from putting into execution the reſolution he had formed 
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in his mind, viz. that he would-entirely quit England and go and 
ſettle in America; or, ſecondly, they might do it by way of re- 
compence far-the great ſervices rendered the connexion by his able 
vindicatiou of the Deity of Jeſus Chriſt ; a Sermon which he has 
not precached-leſs than 200 ftr zoo times. Though we cannot ſay 
{ that we have not been edified in hearing it ſo repeatedly, yet, when 

bite erg we were conſlraincd to ſay, alas! Ad: after, for it 
4 N . * f 
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kingdom, to conſider whereunto ſuch- proceedings as theſe 
tend ;* and for God's ſake, for your own, and your bre- 
thren's ſake, enter your proteſt againſt them. Conſult your 
reaſon and the word of God, and they will inform you. what 
your. privileges are, as a member of the Church of Chriſt, 
Then lay them before thoks migziſters whom you highly eſteem 
for their works ſake z and fay, ** Theſe are our rights and 
privileges, and as we believe you to be mea called of God to 
preach his Goſpel, we will gladly receive you to miniſter unto 
us in the avord and doctrine; and as you miniſter unto n« in 
ſpiritual, you thall freely partake with us in our temporal 
things.“ If they refuſe to comply with this reaſonable and 


' ſcriptural propoſal, then tell them,“ You are at liberty to 


withdraw z?? and, in future, we will receive thoſe men vkomn 


God in the order of his providence is railing up, and who have 
left the © ſerving of tables“ to others, and conſtantly attend 


to their own ſphere of action. 


— Lp — 
= * 


A very, great and learned man makes an obſervation on the 
conduct of the Methodiſt Freachers, which, we thiak, will calt 
ſome light on this ſubject— For my own part (ſays he) I have ro 
doubt but the leading men among the Methodiſts were influenced 
originally by none but the beſt of matives— a general concern for 
the ſouls of mea, Nothing elſe, 1 fhink, can account tor their 


4conduct, as they were then eircumſtanced; but finding themſelves, 


by degrees, at the head of a large body of peopic, and in poſlel- 
ſion of conſiderable power and influence, they muſt not have been 
Menif they had not felt the love of power gratiſied in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation; and they muſt have been More Tuan Mex if their ſuble- 


quent conduct had rot been more or leſs 7nfluenced by it.” What 


their conduct was influenced by this laſt Conterence, when they; 
expelled from the connexion 32 men in office, without 15 leafs 
ſhadow of a trial, we will leave to the candid of all ſects and per- 
ſuaſions to judge. Perhaps there is not any body of religious men 
upon the face of the earth that have taken greater ſtrides towards 
the ellabliching of Popery again, than the body of Methodiſt 
Preachers have dene fince the death of Mr, Weſſey. - Paſſive ole · 
dience and non-refi/tance is now become the order of the day. It is 
expulſion for auy member to talk zboaut what is called the old aud 
new plan.'Sec Arm. Maga, for Sept. 1795}. | : 
Mr. John Pawſon ſeemed conſoious ot. the truth of theſe re- 
marks, when he cryca out in this forcible lauguage 
Remember, O ye Methodiſts ! that the reign of Popery is paſt 
and gone; let it never be reſtored among you under any pe or 
name. Ia the name of him who bought you with his blood, main- 
tain the rights and liberties of your own conſciences Pa =ſScc his 
Pamphlet, page 23, printed at Liverpool, 1795-} 5 


( 40.) 
Perhaps, brethren, you may find ſome reluctance to this 
neee ſſary duty. That love which puts the beſt conſtruction up- 
IH). on every action, may ſuggeſt many objections. You may be 
. ready to ſay, Why, I believe, there are many good men 
1318 | among them, and their cauſe has fo flouriſhed that their con- 
1 ; verts are become majy and great.” If this be any argument 
4315 in favour of them, it is ſurely a great argument in favour of 
a Popery. We read of many great and good men among the 
| Romans. Tbis we acknowledge by publiſhing their works 
| among us—namely, Thomas a Kempis—Chriftian Pattern 
The Life of Monſ. De Renty, &c,—And as to their number 
being great, they are but an handſul when compared with 
thoſe who once acknowledged the ſupremacy of the Pope. 
But a greater objection than thoſe arites in your minds, 
viz ;— That this mode of diſcipline is “ grounded on the 
principles of Jacobinifn®*—Ah ! Brethren, be cautious how 
yur receive this inſinuation—and remember it has always been 
the lot of thoſe who have oppoſed the Prieſthood, to have all 7 
manner of evil ſpoken againſt them. Hut blefed are they cvho 
are perſecuted for RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE,”” They, in order 
to throw duſt in your eyes, join RELiGton with Torirics— 
and to intimidate ycu, make uſe of the obroxious word Jaco- 
biniſm. We hope dear Brethren, that ycu will not be en- 
fared with the found of words; but calmly contraſt the con- 
guct of the excluded men, with the epithets given them by the 
Conference. We chearſy'ly pay our taxes In all our ſuppli- * 
cations at the throne of Grace, both public and private, we 
pray for the KING, and for all that are in authority - And rea- 
ion and ſcripture conſtrain us to acknowledge,—that power 
and authority are neceſſity to the well-being of any State. 
But ſt ill, this does not deſtroy the force of our Lords words. 
Theugh ihe Princes of the Gentiles, exerciſe dominion over them, 
and they who are great exerciſe authority upon them, iT SHALL 
NOT BE $0 AMONG YOU, | 
And now, Brethren, a few words more, and we ſhall con- 
clude, We thiok, that if the whole body of Methodiſis in 
this kingdom, would come forward with a manly, Chriftian 
fortitude, and claim their juſt g1GHTsS and PRIVILEGES as 
members of — Cturch, it might fave the whole Connexion 


+4 from ruin. 

4 In the year 1 795. we find that the Methodiſ Preachers in 

| England, were Shel with each other in a paper war. One 
148 fide was a Mather, Thompſon, Benſon, and Rodda : on the 
4 bo” ether, a Moore, Coke, Pawſon, Bradburn, and Murlin. The 


( 42 ) 

" , Societies were troubled every month in the year with priated 
circular letters, and pamphlets ; cantainiug auſwers and confu- 
tations of their antagoniſts, We have now one of theſe printed 

letters before us; it is dated Briſtol, November, 1794, and 
ſigned, Joſeph Benſon, Richard Rodda, Thomas Vaſcy. In 
one ſingle note they point out eleven falſchoods contained 
in Mr. Bradburn's printed letter, The people plainly ſaw that 
theſe men were contending for that power and authority which 

did not belong to them; and thereſore when they came for- 
ward to claim their rights, and thereby put a ſtop to theſe 
contending parties z---"tis ſtrange to tell---that theſe men, 
though ſo oppoſite and embittered againſt each other before, 
combined, divided the power, agreed to reign jointly, and to 
oppoſe the people having auy voice in the management of their 
own affairs. 

| Ia this conteſt, Dr. Coke could fay, © hitherto we have been, 

We... 4 fince the death of Mr. Welley, the moſt perfect ariſtocracy 
exiſting perhaps upon earth, Tbe people have xo power: | 
we rs WHOLE, in the fulleſt ſenſe which can be con- \ 
CEIVED. It there be any change in favour of religious liberty, 
the people certainly ſhould have ſome poxer,”” (Leiter from Dr. 
Coke to A. K. dated Ireland, April 29, 1795.) Hear the 
language of this coffant man, iu the letter of cup expulſion : 
We are therefore determined in the moſt re/olved manner, 
E < and with the moſt wnauimous ſpirit, to rejet the plan of de- 
legates in whatever he or manner it may be propoſed.”? 
Various reaſons ſuggeſt themfelves to cur minds for this 
great alteration in the Doctor's ſentiments 5; but we ſhall for- 
bear to enlarge at preſent, When our weather-cocks veer a- 
bout, they inform us which way the wind blows. A retroſpeQive 
view of the Doctor's conduct for this four or five years paſt, 
brings to our minds a ſaying of one of the ancients 3 “ I wou!d 
rather be the r in a VILLAGE, than the ſecond in Kone.” 
The ſubject of this addreſs, being ſo intereſting, not only 
to us, but to all thoſe who wiſh genuine Methodiſm to proſper, 
has led us to ſay more than we firſt intended. The Preachers 
tell you that we are determined upon a diviſion ; now to aſſure 
you of the contrary, we here declare publicly, that whenever 
the three particulars, in the beginning of this addreſs, are 
acceded to, we are willing any day to be united with our 
Brethren of the old Connexion, But we are ſorry to ſay, 
that while the Conference is compoſed only of Preachers, 
they will obſerve ru/es and /aws no tarther than will ferve their 
own iatereſt. 


- {4+ 
In the minutes of Conference for 1794, page 33, it is en- 
ated, „ that no Truſtee, (however accuſed or defective in 
conforming to the eſtabliſhed rules of Society) ſhall be re- 
moved from the Society, uxleſs his crime or breach of the 
rules of the Society be proved in the preſence of the Truſtees 
and Leaders.“ Now, in direct violation of this aa, they have 
excluded this laſt Conference, nine Truſtees in the Liſburn 
circuit; without bringing them before any meeting, either of 
LEA DERS or TRUSTEES! 
From a conſideration of theſe things, we are firmly pe u luaded 
that every impartial perſon is ready fo ſay, „that the things 
you contend for are abſolutely neceſſary for the ſuture proſ- 
perity of Methodiſm.““ Brethren we muſt conclude, and 
perhaps we cannot do it better than in the words of one of our 
old friends, Mr. Samuel Tucker, which are now before us in 
his own hand-writing, and which we inſerted in our former 
addreſs. - Should your opinion meet , upon the ſuhject, 
we truſt we ſhall have your hearty ſupport in bringing abaut 
fo defi able an object, and introducing this or ſome fimilar plan, 
(viz. the eight propoſitions added at the end of our former 
addreſs) into general and uni verſal practice in the Mcthodiſt 
Societies; as we are fully A nothing Je of fuch a 
t!an can have the defired effet.” | 


Signed in bebalf of the New Connexion, 


WILLIAM BROWN, _ 

JOHN M'CLURE, 

DUNCAN LIVINGSTON, The Committee, 
* HU. MURRAY, ; 
WM, JOHNSTON, 
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*.* Any rcſpeRtable Characters ia the Methodiſt Connexion, 

x who wiſh to have any more inſormation upon the diſſerent ſubje ts 


mentioned in the Rryry and Appress, attention will be given to 
all Letters (Poſt-paid) directed to any of tle Committee, to be 
of left at William Johnſton's, Mancheſter Cotton-Yarn Ware-Houſe, 
Liſburn, Likewiſe any Socicty, Travelling or Local Preacher, 
who wiſh to join the Body of Methodiſts belonging to the New 


Itiacrancy, may apply as above, 


